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| The late period in the week at which'a copy of the. 


correspondence between certain gentlemen of Massachu- 


setts and Mr. A‘lams, was received, has not only ecnsider, 
ably deranged the mattcr intended for this paper, but for- 


bidden an insertion of the appeal of Mr. Otis and others t 
the ple of the United States, which follows the corre 
pontletee, and is of much length. 

in the first pages of our next namber; and, by the aid of 
a supplement, we cxpect also to publish some articles 


now postponed, 





Grex. Jackson, president-elect of the United States, 
arrived at Washington on Wednesday last. at 10 o’clock, 
in a plain carriage and escorted only by 10 or 12 horse- 
men, and was received without much cercmony—no, 
doubt, at his own particalar request. We had feared 
that the feelings of his friends would have adopted. pro- 

, that might have. furnished an unhappy prece- 
dent. It is the great glory of our institutiotis, that one 
sident retires from and another enters upon the du- 
ties of the office, as if without effort—or, as a natural 
effect of our republican establishments. _ It is this, more 
than any thing, that excites the astonishment of king- 
ridden Europeans. They wonder at the operation of the 
laws, without an exhibition of force. 





VIRGINIA. The original bill of the house of delegates 
organizing a convention, has, in the language of the En- 


quirer, been “‘completely blown up” in the senate; the, 


It shall have a place 


te 6s svetling; and. thousands of pieces of them have 
heen sold’asdomestié goods.” 

EL} Besides the want of encouragement for the do- 
mestic mepufaeture of wool (and to Jay duties to: en- 
courage the%rowth of wool without corresponding daties 
we its mandfuctures, is not less absurd than was the 

sh pnoject of sailing up the cataract of paloma 
end 








“in brigs of a peculiar eonstruction”’), we appre 
that the value of sheep is much lessened in our country, 
as compatéd with many others, because of the low esti- 
mation in which miitton is held by the laboring people— 
happily, in general, enabled to make a ‘choice of food, 
and prejudiced against ‘*sheep-meat.” For, though it 
is found on the tables of the most wealthy, and by many 
such preferred--there isa notion that it “looks poor”? to 

urchase it, because it is the chief animal food of the poor 
in certain European countries. _Pride Jeads into mary 
follies—sometimes into crime. We shall again mention 
acase in point: some years siriee, a person, killing many 
cattle for the purpose of barrelling beef, was at a loss 
how to dispose of the heads—he offered them at 6 eents 
each, and they would not sell; he then desired to give 
them away, but the people would not receive them; at 
length, some happened to be Icft on a bench without his 
enclosure, and they weré stolen; and thereafter he reati- 
ty diseneumbered himself of the heads, 


| 


_ Srear, The cultivation of the cane is rapidly extend- 
ing, in Florida and Georgia. One proprietor, near the 








Jatter having determined that the members of the conven- | St. Mary’s river, obtained last season 50-bhds. of first 
tion shall consist of 96 members, four from each senato-! quality sugar and 45 of molasses, from 45 acres of land. 


rial district; 60 cast of the ridge and 38 to the west. 
course that will be pursucd by the house of delegates is 


not suggested. 


THe REVENUE oF THE U. S.. Some appear as if they 
did not-know what to do with the surplus revenuc of 
the United States. Miscalculations on this subject, ata 
former period, have lost their influence. When there is 
a surplus, the public debt being paid, it will be time 
enough to distribute it. Admitting that the present | 
prosperous state of the finances will continue, and that} 
no extraordinary expenditures shall be made, we think 
that there, may be sufficient employment for the receipts 


The ; The tarif on these products amounted to 17 or 1800 dol- 


lars, at Scents per Ib. ant! 10 cents per gallon: and that 
proprietor, at least, will not complain of taxing the many 
for the benefit of a few! We’ shall soon have a full do- 
mestic supply of sugar, and are willing to leave its 
price to the domestic competition, not at all doubting that 
it will be lessened, as that of all other protected com- 
modities has been, 

Cortox. Nine hundred and nine thousand yards of 
plain and printed calicoes, and ninety-two thousand pounds 
of cotton yarn, were shipped in one vessel from Glasgow 
for Calcutta, which sailed in December last. Our manu- 





in paying off our debts—which we hope to see nearly ac- | 
complis 


ed in the next four years, judging by what was | 


done in the four last. Besides, a considerable reduction 
in the revenue must be expected from the inereased eulti- 
vation of the cane in Lousiana, Florida and Georgia, 

and from other causes. We shall import less of many 
kinds of foreign. goods—make much wine and silk for 
ourselves, and the duties upon teas and coffee, and seve- 
ral.other articles, which enter into the general eo 8 
tion of the people, should be reduced. ‘lhese really 
enhance the price of the commodities—for we have not 
domestic productions to compete with them. 








Suter anp woor. One of the many respectable 
wool-growers in Pennsylvania, in a letter to the editors, 
ps Wool will scarcely sell at all. I may be flatter- 
ed to hold out till the next session of congress—or else 
I know of nothing better tliat L*could do, in order to 
saye a littic of my former earnings, than by disposing of 
a part of my flock to the butcher, and’ knock the remain- 
der in the-head and bury them. At present, they are 
a heavy sinking fund,” . 

Another letter from one of the most worthy woollen 
manufacturers, and among the best managers in the | 
United States, says—‘‘Vhough every thing ts dnder the 
strictest ceonomy, does badly. We cannot get 
cost for our tots. They will not bring as mach by 15 
per cent. as they did in Jane and July. ‘The English 
manufacturers are overwhelming 4s. with eloths, under 
the one dollar minimum, which really cost from 4s. 6d. | 
Vor, XXXV—No. 27. 
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facturers in the eastern. states would like also to ship. eot- 
ten goods to Caleutta, if the British would permit it. But 
‘‘freedom of trade”? will not allow that. 





WaAvTER rower ar Rocuzsren, N. Y. A writer in 
the Rochester Telegraph, speaking of the water power 
at that place, describes it as ‘‘capable of operating 114 
flour mills of four runs of stone éach, or the same noi- 
ber of -cotton factories, each of S000 spindles, or 240,000) 
spindles, and as the action of what is called a twenty 
horse power steam engine is just equal to the impulse given 
by 2000 cubic feet of water falling ina minute through a 


i space of 10 feet, this unoccupied power is equal to 340. 


such engines, and the annual expense of maintaining the 
power of cach engine being estimated in England at » 
£1000 sterling money, our surplus water power (sup- 
posing the annual expense of supplying such engine here 
to be the same as in England,) would produce us an an— 
nual income-equal to £340,000 sterling.” The writer 
says that it should be noted, that he has taken as his Guta 
the quantity of water flowing in the Genesee river at 
that place, at thelowestebb of one of the very dryest 
seasons which have occurred for many years, ; 
Anti ranirF! We have noticed the incorporation of 
six mauufacturing companies in North Carolina. Mea- 
sures have been adopted for the purchase and intryrhee- 
tion of a number of fine woolled sheep, and to obtain 
cuttings of the vine, and a sugiply of the eggs of the silk— 
worm. We heartily wish euecess in al) these; but cannot. 
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under present prospects, flatter our friends in that ‘State 


oe the hope.of mach profit on the growth of sheep and 
wool, ‘. : : 


Me 


Suk. Extracted from the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
vol, 23d, October 26, 1753. tig Cot 0 ee ae 

* The state of the colony of Georgia was taken into 
consideration, ata board of trade-and plantations, and it 





yey « 


iron; besides 
these there ure incorporated companics tor the manufac- 
ture of glass, hats, leather, wire, files, lead, dack, pins, 
soap-stone, cordage, salt, calico, brass, copper, lace, nm- 
brelJas, linen, hose, ale and beer, type, cotton gins, cards, 
glass bottles, paper’, lead pipe, &c. The oldest incor 

}ration isin 1794, of a woollen manufactory in Ne 


} tion of them mantfacture cotton, wool and 





oe that the colony produced upwards of £17)000 
5,000 dollars] worth of raw silk, since January 1752, 


Heites what is not yet come to the notice of tWe board.” 


— 





VsRMoNT exported last ycar, by the Champlain canal, 
70 millions sup, feet of sawed timber, 14 mijdions of cubic 
feet of round and square timber, 1,159 ten? of bar and] 
round iron, 98 pig iron, 161 ivon ore, 38 nails, 523 dis. 
key, 84 pork, 346 lime, 69 beef, 322 marble, 153° wool, 
14 corn, 52 flour, 201 wheat, 50 beans, 102 rye, 116 
cheese, 89 butter, 112 ashes, 45 manganese;, 17 staves, 
290 hoop poles and hoops, and. other articles. So much 
for the Clintonian policy of not letting things alone, and 
the thrift and industry of the people of this litle moun- 
tain state: at least an equal portion pf the exports of 
which proceeded to Massachusetts, &c. or found a mare 
ket in Canada. -{t is expected that hemp will be exten- 
sively cultivated, and many manufacturing establishments 
are getting under way. A hemp and flax dressing. ma- 
chine is In successful operation at Vergennes; and 15 
men are said to prepare a foz for market ina day. Ano- 
ther for spinning flax is also.in operation. | One girl tends 
three frames of 36 spindles each; and it is stated that 
each frame wil! daily make enough yarn for 50 square 
yards of linen. If there is no mistake in this statement, 
(which, however, is derived from a good source, the Ver- 
gennes ‘“Aurora,’’) the linen manufacture must sodn be 
mightily extended. ‘The spinning process appears to be 
very simple, and if the yarn can be woven by power- 
looms, flaxen cloths must become cheap—much cheaper 
than they were before the imposition of the “ruinous ta- 
riff,’ which has led to these improvements; and we ex- 
pect that the high-duty on hemp will speedily lessen the 
price of that. article, much beyond its ante-tariff cost. 
fhe home market. for it is secured to those who shall 
cultivate it. 

‘The manufactare of linen. has been vigorously com- 
meneed at Pittsburg. The spindles are driven by steam 
powers and various kinds of linen, of the best quality, 
wre now made at Mr. ‘Fowne’s establishment there 

These manufactures-of flax are highly important, and 
a rapid increase of like establishments must be expected. 








—— 


Vinersrs. The following, says the Richmond Whig, 


$80, 


port. — {Tannton Reporter. 
~ The Saxon and Leicester factory, at Farmingham, was 
Py ap by fire on the night of the 19th: Dec. loss 
« The. editor of the Boston Courier says, *“we 
have not learnt all the details of this calamity; but we 
hear that the fire was first discovered in the picking room, 
ad.is supposed to have originated in spontaneous com- 
bustion. If we arc not-mistakea in our record, this is the 
tweifth factory that. bas been burnt within 150 miles of 

Boston, since the first of January—1828, 
Since the preceding, we have ta notice the destruction 
of the Byram cotton factory, Connecticut—lost estimat- 


oe at 100,000 dollars. ‘‘Sometimes by fire,” said Cob- 
ett. 


New York abms-novuss, &e. ‘The condition. of our 
public institutions for the relief of the poor and the de- 
tention of criminals being of considerable interest to the 
community, (says the Evening Post) we take the follow- 
ing abstract from the weckly returns of the alms house, 
penitentiary, and Bellvue hospital: 

Aims house.—TVhe number of paupers in the house, 
are, men, 651; women, 700; boys, 445; girls, 233; total 
2119. Children. at nurses boys, 74; girls, 76; total 150, 
‘tbe number of natives is 1124; the number of foreign. 
ers, 975; total 2129. ‘The new patients received during 
the week ending on the 29th Dec. was, meh, 20; women, 
11; boys, 7; girls, 8; total 47. . Discharged 22; died, 13; 
total, 35.. Weekly increase, 12. 


Penitentiary.—Male vagrants committed by the po- 
lice, 145; males sentenced by the court, 167; female ve 
grants from the police, 178; females sentenced by the 
court, 8; total 498. Of these 208 are foreigners, and 
290 natives. ‘They are employed in the following man- 
ner; males at work out doors, 182; males picking oakum, 
80; females do 5; men as tailors and shoemakers, 10; fe- 
males sewing and washing 25. In the hospital, males, 
16; females, 14. At the Greenwich prison, fetvales, 150; 
males, 4. Unemployed and invalids, 22; total 498. 
Reecived in the weck ending 29th Dee. 24; discharged 
11. 


Bellevue Hospiial.—Received week ending 29th Dec, 
males, 9; females, 3; male maniacs, 2, discha ed 
males 10; females"3; male maniacs :. Eloped, males, 








is the amount of produce, brought down the James river 
eanal, to Richmond, during the year ending Dec. 31, 1828. 

22,803 hhds.-tobacco; 592 do. stems; 121.389 bushels 
wheat; 87,635 bbls. flour; 19,824 bushels corn; 595,327 do. 
coal; 263 12-20 tons bar iron; 937 tons pig iron; 952 1-2 
squares zlate; 373,100 staves; 75,800 hoop poles; 419,400 
fectplank; 1,491,800 Ibs. miscellaneous articles; 96 5-8 
khds. whiskey; 152 empty boats, small class; 39 do large; 
13 1-4 tons hay; 2 3-4 hhds rum. Amount of tells re- 
evived $48,430 Si 





Keyntreucny.. A bill has passed the senate. to suthor- 
is¢ the re-issue of $200,00U, in notes_of the Bank of the 
Womimonwealih, for the improvement of the public roads. 
The vote on the bill was £9 to 17. Li it. should pass 


the house—what is an apparent accommodation will be | 


purchased at a dear rate. The bills of this bank are now 
much under par, but will have to be repaid with specie, 
or its equivalent, ‘Ve had hoped that this bank would 
have been suffered to*‘wind.itself up.”?. At. present, its 
notes are only as matters of merchandise; and the debts 
due to the bank have nearly drawn them from-circulation. 

A bill passed the legislature of Kentucky in relation 
to duelling, changing the existing law in some respects. 
It makes it perjury forany person hulding an office, hav- 
ing taken the oath prescribed, to give, accept, or carry a 
challenge, without first resigning his office; or, if an at- 
torney, entering a record of his withdrawabfrom practice. 





Manvuracrories In Massacavuserts;——There are 235 
incorporated manufactories in this state. A large propor- 





1; females, 1. Died -males, 3; females, 3. _Remainiog 
males, 103; females, 63; male maniacs, 36; females do. 
40. Foreigners, males, 85; females, 51; male manmes, 
21;female do. 2i. Nurses and servants, 27; 12 of whom 
are foreigners, ‘l'otal remaining 456; 190 of whom are 
foreigners, 


Kentocry srock. Mr. Renfro, of Cumberland Gap, 
has kind!y communivated to us the following estimate of 
) the stock which passed the turnpike gate last year: 


1828. Horses for market, 3412 307 ,080 

Mules, $228 224,970 

Hogs, 97455 584,750 

Sheep, 2141 4282 

Stall-fed beef cattle, 1525 45750 

Probable yaJue. _ $1,167,302 
[Kentucky Reporter. 





Sovurn Cano.tna.. A corps of the United States en- 
gineers, under command of Dr. Howard, are engaged in 
the 8urvey of a route for a rail road from Charleston to 
Hamburg. Dr. H. has madea valuable’ communication 
to the president and direetors of the company, sa pest- 
ing an extension to the ‘Tennessee river, which he t mks, 
wher improved (for which a large appropriation has 
been made by congress), may rival the Qbio in the ac- 
tivity of its trade. We hope that notions about ela’ 
rights, will not deny the use of the invaluable men =, 
belong to the enginecr départment-—for the "gener 
wellare.’’ 7 
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Tus PurrapEbeaia waTreR works at Fair Mount 
ave cost that city one million three hundred thousand | 
ollars. Besides furnishing an abandant-supply of whole- 
pme water, they constitute a profitable source of revenue 


® the city treasury. 





















nses for store-rent, wages, &c. 





























ir in one year and ten months, endi 
s f May, 1827, amounted to £10,908,603 or roubles 
c 2977 869. The silver coined amonnted to only 
ye = ,000,059, or roubles 23,013,777. 
e, ithe coinage of the United States in the last ten years 
raged $1,626,685, the coinage of last year exceeded 
e, tof the preceding year nearly $1,000,000: it is desira- 
al to ascertain the cause of this, as exchange is so much 
0, inst the United States. 
ne Baron Humboldt states that the consumption of the 
ng cious metals in plating, &e. amounts, annually, in 
nN, anee, to $5,661,250-——-Mr. Lowe, that, in England, it 
33 ounts to $6,660,000, haat 
The population of Great Britain is. 15,000,000, that of 
United. States is above 12,000,000: if the United 
“ tes consume in plating trinkets, watches, &c. only 
the e-third the ansount worked up in Great Britain—our 
iad sumption exceeds our coinage, whilst our population 
ene ontinually increasing—ought we to wonder that our 
oe nks are embarrassed, that individuals. are distressed, 
‘fe. i their estates unsaleable. Mr. Jefferson and Mr. 
les nroe give melancholy proofs of cvils resulting from 
130s ieial errors. 
ned rap. Statement of the Icad made at the U. S. lead 
hes, during the year ending Sep. 30,1823 Ibs. 355,150 
do do 1824 
Dec, do do ~ 1825 
ed do do 1826 2,333,804 
ales, do do °1827 6,092,560 
ning do do ©1828 — 12,511,730 
8 do. ead and its manufactures will speedily make a hand- 
ymaos, be sum in the amount of our exports, notwithstanding 
‘om tuxes imposed on consumers by the tariff! 
mB are aper now, the whole duty, than it was before the 
y was laid. Shot is selling im Baltimore at 64 cents 
lb. because of our factories. 
Gap, § Ghee 
ate of IRCULATING MEDIUM. The bullion committec, in 
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AverronernS. We sce it stated that by the amount 
the duties paid to the state, it-is shewn, that 5 auc- 
pneer’s in. the city of New York sold foreign goods to 
e amount of $11,735,000. And their commissions, &c. 
ing 34 per cent. it is made out that the profits amounted 
82,000 dollars for each, besides what had arisen in the 
r from the sales of domestic goods, or other things 
it subject to the state duty—less, however, their ex- 


ormack, &e. From the National Intelligencer, ad- 
essed to the editors.. Mr. Granville, in 
ough Russia, states, that the coinage of gold at Pe- 


land, (18f0) and the bank committee in 1819, esti- 
ed the circulating medium at 240-and 270: millions of 
s—a large-proportion of whieh’ was in paper. M. 
sar calculated that of France at 550 millions, nearly 
whole in specic, That of the United States, chiefly | 
per, does not éxceed 80 or 100 millions. 
it estimated lower than 60. It is subject, however, 
eat fluctuations, according to the demand for and {hear ofa like revolution at Buenos Ayres, brought about 


are heyyy to announce that a highly respe 


is travels 


made to his crop of one-tenth of the whole, b intro- 
duction of this vahuabhe machine. ne a ee 
ah (| Predericksburg Pol. Arena. — 
_ [Almost every day brings forth something, to shew the . 
foresight and wisdom of the futhers of the “protecting 
system”—which involves, in itself, all efforts of the hu- 
nian mind to acquire personal profits while yielding bene- 
fifsto communities. Ingenuity is always on the stretch 
to supply a market obtained. There is no calculating the 
result of liberal stimulants to industry and genius. } 
Navate The sloop of war Erie, capt. Turner, hi 
arrived at Petiahola The Hornet, dank: Norris, we 
sailed for the West India station; and the Guerriere, 
com. Thompson, and St. Louis, capt. Sloat, wrre lying in 
Hampton Roads, ready to sail with the first fair wind for 
the Pacific. -In noticing the departure of the Gucrrierc, 
the Journal of Commerce has the following: 

A very_satisfactory and valuable communication is to 
be conveyed from the eabinet to the’ king and chiefs of 
the Sandwich islands, under the great seal uf the uation, 
together with presents from the president, asfollows: 
For the king, a pair of globes, a large map of the Unit- 
ed States, and a rich ink-stand and wafer-stand. 

For Kaahumanu, (the head chief, who is a woman ) 
a silver vase, with the arms of the U: States, and an in- 
scription. 

For the young princess, two handsome silver goblets, 
with the same insignia and inseription. 
For Boki,a large map of the world. The same for 
— a and other articles for the chicfs next highest in 
rank. 

In the official letter, our informant states that the cha- 
racter and object of the missionaries are acknowledged 
and they and their work are commended to’ the Eing 
and chiefs as involving the true happiness and: best inte- 
rests of theislands. ‘hey are encouraged to enact laws 
for their own purposes, and to enforce them on their visi- 
ters, and requested to report to the government of the 
U. States any misdemeanors on the part of American 
ship-masters and seamen. 

Mayors. Joseph Gales, esq. editor in Raleigh, N.C. 
is mayor of thai city, and his son Joseph Gales, editor of 
the National Intelligencer, is mayor of Washington, and 
both have had a re-election. y 

Countenreits of the silver coins of the United States, 
appear tobe numerous in the south. “We hear of them 
in several places. 

Mn. Russa has'so far recovered from his Jate-scvere 
iliness as to be able to resume his duties as sceretary of 
the treasury. 

Tuomas GB. Rexp has been clected a senator in-con- 
gress from the state of Mississippi, for six years from 
the Sd of March next, in the place of Thomas H. Wil- 
liams, whose term of service will then expire, and who 
declined a re-election. 





ANOTHER nEyoLUTION. It isonly a week or two since 
that we were advised of a complete revolution in Mexico, 


We lave | with the pluniler of the capital and the loss of many 


lives, by the military force of that republic; and now we 


by the army which bad returved from active operations 
against Brazil. See page 404. We hate these things—for 








PORTANT TO-COTTON GROWERS. It has long been | we hate all interference of the military in cases of this sort; 
wn that eatton seed yielded a considerable portion of | and if there is not virtae and wae 

of excellent quality. The difficulty of expressing it, | to restrain the armed force, they had better, at once, seek 
nsequenee of the quantity and ‘absorbing quality of | safety in making a king;—king Log, or king Stork, any 
iteguments of the kernel, has been so great, that | thing, that may assure them o order in government, and 
tofore no great quantity. of the oil has been made. |a regular administration of thelaws. t we most dis- 
ctable gen- | like it that such proceedings are had ander thename of 
etersburg, Va. has invented a-machine by | republicanism, We have long, however, nearly lest hope 


enough in a people 











h the seed is completely hulled, and prepared tor the | of seeing the ballot supercede the bayonet inthe south. 
*xpression of its oi). ‘The importance of this inven- |The people were for so many years governed by lorce, 
to the southern country, may be appreciated from the | that they have not yet valued the dominion 0! reason. 
that the inventor is erecting a cotton gin, and will | Lhe great and good men that rose among them ave been 
hortly prepared to vin cotion for the seed only. We | chiefly hunted down by armed aspirants—ane they have 
men ¢ present price of ginning is every tenth pound. | had no Wasuineros to draw the sword ovly in defence 
Bt infact the cotton grower will lave an addition | of his country, and to support its civil government. 














404 NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. 1, 


settle a i i LR a ee 








~~ ——— 


Mexico. . Tranquility appears to. have-been festored 
in Mexico. - On the 6th ult. the new congress proeceded 
to the election of a president and vice president, which 
resulted in the choice of Vineente Guerrero and Anas- 
tasia Bustamenti. Gen. Santa Anna was also chosen sec- 
retary of war, ‘The intelligence was received at Vera 
Cruz _ with much joy. ) 

It does not appear that any excesses had been commit 
ted since the firet three or four days 6f December, when 
it 1s now said 800 persons were slain, and property toa 
large amount was pillaged, Among the number killed 
was the marquis de} Valle, a distinguished descendent of 
Cortez, said to he the richest individual in’ Mexico. 
Many Spaniards were leaving the country under an ap- 
prehension that an order would pass for their expulsion. 
A great number had already arrived at New York, and 
several vessels were to sail with passengers for Bordeaux. 
A convoy had reached Vera Cruz, with 950,987 dollars, 
escorted by astrong gnard.- General Jose Maria Lobato 
had been appointed commander of the state of Valladolid. 

he Noticiosy of Jan. 8, contains an official letter from 

the secretary of war to com. Porter, tating that the 
peverenen were perfectly at liberty.and free during the 
ate convulsions, and that all the republic is in a state of 
perfect quictness. Guadalajara and Zacatecas are the) 
only states.in Which any of the authorities hold out against 
the general government. ‘The chamber of deputies. were 
en Red with propositions to repeal the law of Sept. 17th, | 
pe et. 14th, restraining the press. 

From the armistice made between Galedvon and Santa | 
Anna, on the 5th Dee. at Oajaca, it appears that they | 
possessed the town between them: Pedraza, after the | 
turn of affairs, fled to the state of Jaliseo, ineognits. | 
Esteva, secretary of the treasury, las resigned. 

On the 7th of January, commissioners from Tidcotal-:| 

met others from-Alvarde, and agreed to suspend 
1ostilities, to disperse their troops that agriculture may 
not be interrupted, to forget their animosities, and to pro- 
mise free commerce and passage to strangers. 

The chamber of representatives appear to have found- 
ed their declaration in favor of Guerrero as president 
only and entirely on the constitutional ground, that he 
was legally ecleeted by the states. ‘They have set aside 
the returns forwarded: by Vera Cruz. 

The following letter was addressed by commodore 
Porter to the secretary of war, 

“It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the receipt 
of your offieial wote of the 2d inst, and to thank you, and 
his exeellency the presidént, for the gracious expressions 
ot approbation which it contains. Permit me also to as- 
sure you, that there was Dut one peried at which IT had 
the least doubt of the proper course to pursue m the tre- 
mendous crisis which ot nah past; but at the same time 
I pray you to take it into consideration the extreme ig- 
norance in which we all remained as to the true state of 
affairs in Mexico. If the circular of the secretary of state, 
issued on the 9th ultimo, to the governors and political 
chiefs, had: been’ promulgsted in this place, there would 
then have been no motive lor .vaceilating, but I was en- 
tirely ignorant of the existence of such a document until 
I obtained it « few days siuce from the hand of a friend, 
and caused it to be published xs sven as received, From 
the same source [ received the circular of the 8th, which 
Talso published immediately. {t now only remains for 
me to assure your excellency of my firm support of the 
constitution and laws, my strict obedience to the orders 
of the supreme government, and my devotion to the prin- 
ciples of liberty. Wath these sentiments which are com- 
mon to all the individuals under my command, yourself 
aud his exceHency the president may always rely upon the 
fidelity of the navy. 

**God and liberty. DAVID PORTER. 

**Vera Cruz, Jan. 7, 1829.” 

Six Mexican merchants, whose names are given, 
were plundered of a million of dollars, wanting 1000, 
by the revolutionists--the whole amount of plunder is es- 
timated at between six and eight millions. How is lib- 
erty sported with! 
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Penv. «Citizenship in Peru is forfeited by slave trading, 
bankruptey, non-payment of debts to the public treasury, 
notorious gambling, drunkenness, tlie abandoument of a 
wite without reason, vagrancy, Ne. 
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Cotomata, Extensive prepurations were making fo, 
a vigorous ‘prosecution of the war against Peru. _ 8 00, 
troops were to proceed from.the province of Venezucl,. 
Bolivar will head the expedition and be accompanied by 
n son of [turbide, late emperor of Mexico. The rebgi. 
lion in Popayan has been suppressed; and the family o; 
Posadas banished from the republic. Gen. Santanile: 
was still a prisoner in the castle near Carthagena. 





Buexos Arnes, The rejoicings for peace have bee, 
suceeedled by a revolution, from the particulars of whic, 
we abstract the following. 

On the night of the S0th Jan. it was ascertained by (i 
government that-a portion of the army lately employed in 
the war with Brazil, costensphated ‘a insurrectionary 
movement; accordingly the commander of the divisio; 
was summoned, but instead of complying with the me. 
sage from the government, he marched to the Plaza de |; 
Victoria, and took possession of the park of artillery an 
other important posts. In the meantime the governor, 
Dorrego, left the city, anda portion of the troops, wit 
coveral officors, fled to the fort, which they fortified 
These events do not appear to have disturbed the pir 
tranquility, though numbers of the most distinguished 
tizens flocked to the Plaza and offered to take Up arm 
In the morning a kind of armistice was agreed upon |} 
tween the party occupying the fort, and gen, Lavalte, wh 
issued a proclamation calling upon the citizens to asse 
ble in the church-of San Roque to deliberate upon ty 
present crisis of affairs, the state being left without 
head in consequence of Dorrego’s flight. A large 
semblage of citizens met at the hour appointed, and hy. 
ing chosen a president in the person of S. Dr. Julien 
de Anguero, the communication was read which gen. | 
valle had addressed to the people; in it a suecinct accour 
was given of the movement effected, and that public opi 
ion had imperiously called upon the first division of | 
army, in order that a change should take plave in th 
administration: that it had“been realized without tex 
or bloodshed, and that in the name of the officers a 
troops, he offered to respect inviolably the deliberation 
of the people, be it what it might. 

After other proceedings, the cittzens proceeded to tlt 
election of a governor interino, when general Lavi 
was chosen. 


A note from the late ministers Guido and Balcarce | 
gen. Lavalle, stating that although the authority consi 
red upon him did not emanate from the ,representat! 
recognized as legal by the institutions of the provi 
yet in accordance with the opinion of the officers of 
sarrison, and to remove all motive of uneasiness (0 (i 
worthy people and likewise to satisfy public anxict 
they had come to the resolution of acknowledging ge 
Lavalle as provisional governor of the province, ke. 

Colonels Rolon and Iriarte came out of the fort, 1 
their troops marched to the barracks, whilst thos 
gen. Lavalle entered the fort. 

An address from the general officers concerned in! 
revolution, details the evils of Dorrego’s governm 
and states, that having fulfilled the sacred and _ patti 
duties mapetrs upon them, theirfuture conduct si 
be in submission to the laws, and obedience to! 
elected authorities, and never again to take up arms! 
the purpose of interfering in political affairs, hy 
that under an administration more beneficent and p 
Jar, scandalous excesscs would not be repeated, a! 
good of the country only consulted: that the guar 
for their sineerity is the patriotic enthusiasm ~ which 
made them so many times despise death on the 
of battle: their swords will not sustain any other © 
bat that of principles to re-establish which they ! 
yielded to public opinion; and now that they have 
in the hands ot the people all the resources of p° 
order will be maintained by the laws without the 0“ 
sity of their intervention. 

‘The document ‘concludes in expressing the of 
deference to the constituted ‘authorities. . Gen. L*" 
having left the city.in pursuit of Do and his ! 
appointed edipieel Tavera to the command of the 
and military government of the province, until his 

On the 9th Jan. Lavalle attacked and defeated | 
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| rego’s army, and at the lastadviees he was close!) 
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fand title of a poor thing called the duke of St. Albans, 
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eter at 
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ved, and his capture expected, there not being a greater 
es than fifty of his followers united in a body. 








A Cutsese rnocramation. In aproclamation of the 

r of China; called forth by ‘the troublesome in- 

rease of appeals from the provinces, his celestial ma- 

jesty_ has enjoined strict search to be made to discover 

“all law suit-excilting Liackguards,” and when found, to 
nish them_ severely. [ Globe. 

[Such a proclamation, with like powcr to enforce it, 
would much reduce litigants in other countries, as well 
asin China. As **Mother Carey’s chickens” delight in, 
a hurricane, so do ‘‘law suit-exciting blackguards”’ enjoy 
the miseries of their neighbors. Andfor the honor of 
the profession, as well as the public welfare, we wish a 
reduction of them. } 

Tue Doutcuess or St.. Atnans, formerly an. actress 
named Mellon, and after the wife and widow of old al- 
derman Coutts, the famous London banker, who left ber 
an immense estate, with which she purchased the person 


is a frequent subject forthe low wit of the London edi- 
tors, who think that she and her man are ‘‘fair game.” 
The **Age” has the following—“The duke of Marlbo- 
rough drove up tothe dvor of her grace of St.. Albans, 
ut eightoo. the other day, and svi to the footman, ‘*My 
compliments to her graee, and Ihave catica to pap my 
respects.”’—Tell the fellow,” bellowed out the du(chess, 
“1’d rather he’d pay the £1,000 he owes me, ” 





Pure GiaAss.—It is stated in the Literary Gazette, 
that Mr. HMerschell and Mr. Faraday have at ast suc- 
ceeded in their long practised series of experiments for 
producing pure glass, for optical purposes. It is belicv- 
ed that the attainment of this most desirable object will 
produce extraordinary results in the highest of all scien- 
ces, astronomy. 





A pvet. Col. Henry G. Nixon, of South Carolina, 
who appears to have been much esteemed, was recently 
killed ina duel, fought in Georgia. The following isa 
paragraph from a letter to the father of the decedsed, 
written by ‘fone of his friends on the ground.” 

“here was an incident in the occurrence of the con- 
test I cannot failto record. After your son received the 
most deadly and severe wound, he fired his pistol, and 
keeping erect, grasped his other pistol and died in the 
attitude of manly resistance and determined purpose of 
character. In life and death, he was noble, brave, mag- 
nanimous, I shall, ata more icisure moment, publish 
such a notice of our friend, as hishigh claimsto distine- 
tion demand, and my own feelings would dictate.” 

In regard to this affair, a letter from Augusta, dated 
20th Jan, published in the newpapers, says— 

**We had a show here two or three daysago. A par- 
ty from Camden came here to figlit a duel; and, atter 
preparing themselves, went to the ground at noon day 
throu road street, with as much parade as if Lafayette 
had been coming. Carriages, gigs, sulkics, and horse- 
men following to witness the bloody deed. One of the 
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combatants was killcd instantly; the other ran as hard as 
he could to the river and crossed. The magistrates were 
close after to arrest him, and contemplated petitioning 
goy. Forsyth to demand the gentleman from the govern- 
or of South Carolina. ‘The late governor of that state 
was second to the decéased,”’ 


—_————s 


Tae Rio Bravo pet Nonte. The state of Chihua- 
hua has granted to Messrs J. D. Bradford and M. C. LL. 
Staples, citizens of the United States, the exclusive pri- 
vilege of navigating this river by steam boats, for. the 
term of ten years. ; 


Honnursre. A Montreal paper of Jan. 23, says—a wo- 
man named Judith Coutre, widow of Pierre Guillot, of La 
Presentation, was committed to the jail of this city yes- 
terday, for having cut the throats of five of her own chil- 
drea, one of whom, only, has died. By the accounts giv- 
en to us, the unfortunate woman labored under fits of 
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ing which shc became depressed in mind and affected 
with the dreadfal-notion that it would be necessary to 
commit some liorrible murder in order to insure her 
salvation. 

Lares carecors. The ship Tallahassee, Glover, clear- 

edat Savannah, 20th ult. for Liverpool, with 1520 bags 
Upland cotton, and 191 Sea Island, making a ‘cargo of 
1714 bales, weighing 560,167 Ibs. and worth at the time 
of shipment, 60,000 dollars. 
The cargo of the British ship Mary Catharine, cleared 
at Charleston 20th ult. for Liverpool, is valued at 
$98,934 64, which is said to be the most valuable cargo 
shipped for that port for some time past. 





Fextine! We copy the following anecdote from the 
Boston Evening Bulletin. 

“The attorney general, now nearly eighty years of age, 
and said to be more competent to the discharge of the 
arduous duties of his highly honorable station than al- 
most any practitioner at the bar, on account of his great 
learning and experience, as well as a remarkable reten- 
tion of mental power, was managing a case in behalf of 
the commonwealth, in Middlesex county, where a man 
was indicted for gouging out the eyes of a girl, because 
she had made oath that he was the father of her illegiti- 
mate child. Her brother, an intelligentlad of nine years 


of age, wee on_the stand, asa government witness; and 
his relation of. the facts which he saw, protiuced an elec- 


trical effect on the whole audience. The girl was also 
present, in total blindness; and every circumstante at- 
tending the investigation of this hormble barbarity, : was 
highly exciting. Lhe boy stated the preliminary cir- 
cumstanecs, and then said:—“I was cutting bean poles 
round the barn, and my sister was milking; I heard her 
scream, and then I ran with a pole in my hand, and. as I 
came up, I saw that he had pulled her over backwards; 
and then he. looked over his shoulders to see who was 
coming, and I struck him with the pole, and broke his 
jaw. ”—**Why did you not repeat the blow,” exclaimed 
the attorney general, carried away with the tremendous 
interest, ‘‘why did you not repeat the blow, and knock 
his d——d brains out?”? ‘*Mr. attorney,” said the judge, 
“you well know that profanity in courtisa high offence, 
punishable with imprisonment;—but, in consequence of 
the unusual excitement of the case, it will, im this in- 
stance, be overlooked,” . 


SUNDAY MAILS. 


Letter from the postmaster general, to the post office coni- 
mittee of the house of representatives, , 


Post office department, 19th January, 1829. 


Str; My attention has been directed to your communi- 
cation of the 6th instant, and all the investigations made, 
which the pressing nature of my daily duties would ad- 
mit. In answer to the first inquiry, ‘‘whether, in my 
opinion, a prohibition of the transportation of the mails 
ou the Sabbath, or first day of the weck, would tend to 
impair the revenue of the department; ahd, if so, to what 
probable amount?” I have the honor to state, that daily 
mails are established on all the principal lines of commu- 
nication on the Atlantic coast from Maine to Georgia, 
connecting, in this entire range, places of commercial 
importance. From New York city, by the way of Alba- 
ny, Utica and Rochester, to Buffulo, daily mails are cou- 
veyed, and also on several lines connecting with the prin- 
cipal route. 

Daily mails are also transported from Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington, to the western country, in- 
| cluding Pittsburg, Wheeling, and other towns situated 
on the different routes, to Cincinnatti and Louisville, and 
six weekly trips to Nashville. 

On these various routes, there is received annually, for 
ostage, the sum of five hundred and sixty-four thousand 
our hundred and forty-three dollars and seventy-one 

cents, and there is paid, for the transportation of the mail 
on them, the sum of two hundred and thirty-four thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighty dollars and sixty-two 
cents. ; . 

A discontinuance of the seventh mail, it is belicved, 
would not materially lessen the expense of transportation. 








msanity, in consequence of the death of her husband, dur- 


On many of the above routes the mail is inereasing jn 
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size, and now often amounts to from fifteen to twenty- 
five hundred pounds. When a failure occurs, and throws 
two mails together, they are now so large on some routes 
as to exclude all passengers from the mail coach. To 
run six trips weekly, requires as many teams as are ne- 
cessary for a daily mail, and, in many instances, the con- 
tractors prefer running their stages daily, to six trips 
weekly, at the same price. - 


If all travel in private carriages and stage lines on the 
Sabbath could be suspended, and private expresses pre- 
vented, the revenué of the department would not be 
much impaired by the discontinuance of the Sabbath 
mails, But if lines of stages for the conveyance of pas- 
sengers continue to run on the principal routes, and pri- 
vate expresses are used, the revenue would probably be 
lessened between fifty and a hundred thousand dollars 
annually. 

You inquire, secondly, *‘Whether such prohibition 
would have the effect to impede the progress and expe- 
dition of the mails on the other six days of the week; and, 
if so, to what probable extent?”’ 

The discontinuance of the Sabbath mail, besides re- 
ducing the number of weekly mails to six, will pro- 
luce, in receiving intelJigence from this city, a delay 
of one day in every sixth mail to Philadelphia; two mails 
out.of six to New York, will each be Nelayed a day, 
three of the six to Boston, will each be delayed a day; 
four at Portland, and five at Angusta, Maine. “here do 
} will appear at once, by supposing the mail to be 
taken from Washington city for Philadelphia on Satur- 
day, ae will intervene before its delivery at Phila- 
delphia. he mail taken on Friday for New York, will 
be delayed on the Sabbath, before it can be delivered at 
that city, as well as the Saturday mail, which will make, 
as above stated, a delay of two mails, each a day, out of 
six, between Washington and New York. The Boston 
mail, which is taken from Washington on Thursday, will 
be delayed as above, making a wena, #3 three mails, each 
one day, out of the six. Between Washington and Port- 
land; the mail taken on Wednesday, from either place, 
must rest on the Sabbath, making a delay of one day each, 
to four mails inthe six. A similar delay of five mails 
out of six, will take place between Augusta and Wash- 
ington. 

rom Washington city south, one mail in six will be 
delayed a day, in being conveyed to Richmond and Pe- 
tersburg, Virginia; three to Fayetteville; North Carolina; 
8ve to,Charleston, South Carolina; and every mail re- 
ceived at Savannah; from Washington, will be delayed 
one day. 

From New York city to Albany, one mail in six will 
be delayed a day; to Buffalo, four mails in summer, and 
tive in winter, out of six, will each be delayed a day. 

Between Wheeling and this city, there will be a delay 
of one day each, to two mails out of six; to Zanesville 
three, and four to Cincinnati and Louisville. From 
Pittsburgh to Philadelphia, two maile out of six will 
each be delayed one day. 

The mails from this city to New Orleans will be de- 
layed two mails out of three, each three days, and the 
third mail two days. 

It may be difficult at first to comprehend the above de- 
lays; but they have been ascertained, by arranging a sched- 
ule of six weekly mails. The Sabbath, it must be re- 
collected, will occur at different points on each route, 
and constantly vary, in the progress of mails, the placcs 
of detention. 

In your third inquiry, you ask ‘‘ Whether a discontinu- 
anee of the present practice of distributing letters, Kc. 
irom the several post-offices on the Sabbath, or first day 
of the week, would tend to impair the revenue of the 
department: and, if 80,10 what probable amount?” It is 
believed that the revenue of the department would not 
be lessened to any considerable amount, if no letters or 
newspapers, &c. were delivered at the different post-of- 
fiees on the Sabbath. 

By the fourth inquiry, Iam requested to state *Whe- 
ther a change of the present mode of daily conveyance 
and distribution of mails would affect the commercial in- 
terest of the country: and, if so, in what manner?’ 

It has been considered of great importance to the com- 
mercial and agricultural interests of the country, to con- 
vey through the mails, into every part of the union, 
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speedy intelligence of the state of the market.at hon‘ 
and in foreign countries. To accomplish this desirah|e 
ovject, and afford the utmost facilities to all commereig| 
transactions; great increase of expetlition has been given 
to the mails, within a few years, on. all the importa 
lines. of communication.” 

Some years since, on a sudden rise in the price of eo). 
ton, private expresses were despatched to the south, froy, 
New York, and other places in advance of the mail, a4 
immense speculations were made, inthe purehase of thy 
article. At that time, mail contractors were not prob. 
bited from forwarding such expresses; and, having relay; 
of horses on every route, they were frequently employ. 
ed in this service at a high rate of compensation. Sine, 
that time the contracts have been changed, so. as to sul. 
ject any contractors to a forfeiture of his contract, if he 
engage, either directly or indirectly, in the transmission 
of commercial information, with a view to speculation, 
more rapidly than the mail. 

This provision, with the increased expedition which 
has been given, has rendered it extremely difficult, it not 
impracticable, for expresses, on the more important 
routes, to travel. more ee ane than the mail is conveyed. 

An attempt was recently madé to send an express be- 
tween New York and_ Philadelphia, in advance of the 
mail, but the enterprising contractor on that route, de- 
livered it at. the latter plece before the ~xprooe arrives, 
On thio Hine, the mail is ipa Aine twelve miles an hou 
when necesary to prevent a failure, or any other exigen. 
cy requires it. 

A suspension of the mail on the Sabbath would subject 
it to the delays before stated, and enable persons in our 
large cities, or elsewhere, on the receipt of intelligence 
ofa change in the price of our great staples, to send ex. 
presses without much effort, and speculate on the hold- 
ers of such property. 

In some of our large cities a failure of the mail, or the 
delay of a few hours in its delivery, has been of serious 
consequence to persons extensively engaged in commer- 
cial operation. 

If as before suggested, private expresses and all stages 
for the conveyance of passengers were suspended on the 
Sabbath, the discontinuance of the mail on that day 
would affect, less seriously, the commercial and other 
interests of the country, 

A daily mail has been in operation on some routes, al- 
most ever since the organization of this department, un- 
der the federal government. Frequent ineffectual ap- 
plications have been made to congress to discontinuc 
this mail. It has been viewed by many persons, of great 
intelligence and piety, as an evil, but no provision for re- 
lief has heen adopted. . 

The result of these applications has given a sanction 
to the policy of the departrnent, whieh I have.considere(! 
as controlling any discretion the postmaster general 
might be inclined to exercise on the subject, € can- 
not ect on the moral principle, unless he apply it to every 
daily mailin the union. This would involve a responsi- 
bility which no individual can exercise with impunity, 
and would be in opposition’ to the implied sanction of 
the national legislature. 

It has been, however, the practice of the department, 
on each route, where a daily mail is not established, so 
to regulate the conveyance, where practicable, as to makc 
the Sabbath a day of rest. 

By the 11th section of the post office law, every post- 
master is required, ‘‘at all reasonable hours, on every day 
of the week, to deliver on demand, any letter, paper, oy 
packet, to the person entitled, or authorized to reccive 
the same,” 


Before this law was enacted, no general instructions 


Sabbath; and if congress in pursuance of the strong ex- 
pression made on this subject, shall think proper. to re- 
peal this section, I shall cénsider it to be my duty to 
rescind the instruction which has been given under it. 
At present, a postmaster is only required to keep his 
office open one hour on the Sabbath, for the delivery of 
letters and newspapers. 

- It is believed that the delivery of letters has been. con- 
sidered as more likely to interrupt religious worship on 
the Sabbath, than the conveyance of the mail. The pas- 
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On the receipt of this communication from the -secre- 


and newspapers, would exeite as little attention as that} tary, (said Mr. H.)the committee reported a bill, simi- 


of any other vehicle. . 
‘With great respect, 
I am your obedient. servant, 
7 oan : JOHN McLEAN. 
Hon. Samurn McKean, 
Cha’mnof the com. on the p. office and p.. roads. 





TWENTIETIT CONGRESS—2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 5. Petitions and-memorials were presented 
to day by the chair,and by Messrs. Marks, Dudley, and 
Ruggles. 

The following resolution, yesterday submitted by Mr. 
Hayne, was taken up for consideration: 

“* Resolved, ‘Vhat the president of the United States 
be requested tocause to be laid before the senate a de- 
tailed statement ofthe expenses incurred in fitting out 
and preparing an expedition for exploring. the Paci- 
fic ocean and South seas; together with the addition- 
al amounts which will be necessary to cover<all the ex- 
penses of such an expedition. And that he be also re- 

uested to cause to be submitted a detailed etatement, 
shewing the several amounts transferred from the differ- 
cnt hieads of appropriations for the support of the nary to 
this object, and the authority by which such transfers 
have been made.”’ 

In explanation of the object of the resolution— 

Mr. Hayne said the resolution had been submitted by | 
direction of the committee on naval affairs. A bill from | 
the house of vepresentatives, appropriating 50,000 dol- 
tars for the purpose of exploring the Pacific ocean and 
South seas, had been referred to that committee; in con- 
sequence of which, their chairman had been directed to 
address a letter to the seeretary of the navy, requiring of 
him an explanation of the views of the department as to 
objects of the expecition, and a statement of the expen- 
ses already incurred, with an estimate of the further ex- 

vense that would be incurred im fitting it out. An answer 
wad been received from the secretary, which was not al- 
together satisfactory to the committee, He had given an 
explanation of the plan of the expedition, and what had 
already been done in furtherance of it; stated some of 
the expenses which had been incurred, but did not give 
all the information required. The want of the accounts 
was the reason alleged why the desired information had 
not been afforded. 

Ta the examination of the subject by the eommittee, 
some circumstances had oceurred which induced them 
to submit this call. In order to presentto the senate 
the views which influencedt}c committee, he would 
give a brief history of this exploring expedition, and state 
what had already been done in reference to this subject. 
At the last session of congress, the projector of the 





lar, lie believed, in all its provisions, to that now before 
the senate, taking the whole matter into the hands of the 
government, authorising the president to cause the ex- 
pedition to be fitted out, and appropriating 50,000 dol- 
| lars for that object. 
| Some time in March, but it was not acted on—congress 
being either unwilling to act upon the subject ata 2 or 


The committee reported the bill 


net having time todoso. Congress haying omitted to 


pass the law, there was, of course, an end of the. mat- 


ter. _Withina few days of the close of the session, how- 
ever, viz: on the 19th May, a member of the house sub- 
mitted the following resolutions, which, on the 2ist of 
the same month, were considered and agreed to by” that 
house, viz: 

* Jeesolved, That it is expedient that one of our small 
public vessels be sent to the Pacific ocean and South seas, 
to examine-the coasts, islands, harbors, shoals, and reefs, 
in those seas, and to ascertain their trae situation and de- 
scription 

“ Resolved, That the president of the, United States 
be requested to. send one of our small public ships in- 
to those seas, for that purpose: and that he be requésted 
to affard such facilities as may be within the reach of the 
navy department, to attain the object proposed; provi- 
ded it can be effected without prejudice to the general in- 
terest of the naval service; and provided it may be done 
without further appropriations during the present year.” 

These resolutions were never sent to the senate for 
their concurrence, and consequently could not be consid- 
ered as sanctioned by congress. Nevertheless, the scc- 
retary of the navy had acted upon the subject, inthe 
same manner as he would have done, not only if the re- 
solutions had passed both houses, but as if the original 
bill had become a law. ‘The specific appropriations 
made for the general purposes of the navy had been ap- 
plied, at pleasure, towards this object, and now this bill 
is sent to us for our approbation, going to sanction what 
had already been done by the seeretary. This was its ob- 
ject. It appeared to the committee as of the last import- 
ance that this matter should be carefully looked into. 
The senate was a co-ordinate branch of the legislature, 
and no appropriation could-legally be made for a public 
object without their concurrence. Whether appropria- 
tions made hy law for particular objects should be suf- 
ered to be transferred to those which were not authorized 
by law, was a question which it was desirable to bring to 

the view of the public. The resolution (Mr. TH, said) 
furnished no authority for what had” been done in this 
ease. And he quoted that clause of the constitution which 
provided that ‘every order, resolution, or vote,” to be 
obligatory, must bavethe sariction of both houses, and 
be approved hy the president. An appropriation bill had 
no effect, unless passed by both houses, and. approved 
by the president; and the rule was the same as to resolu- 





expedition came to Washington, bringing with him several 
memorials, signed b ns of respectability, praying 
that congress would either fit out an espero for the 

of making explorations at the South pole, or 


lions requiring the appropriation of money, or which re- 
lated to any matter of public concern, 

But if these resolutions.of the house of representatives 
could be considcred asan authority, they had not been 
pursacd, 





that they would aid in fitting out such an expedition. The 
memorials were referred to (he committee of naval affairs 
in the other house, who communicated with the head of 
the navy department on the subject—and he held in his 
hand the letter of the secretary of the navy to that com- 
mittee, from which he wonkd read a few extracts for the 
information of the senate, [Here Mr. H. read from 
the letter of the secretary as follows} 

*‘The expedition ought not to be large nor expensive. 
Other nations have erred on this point. It seems to be 
the desire of the memorialists that congress should afford 
aid, not furnish the whole po gy {f this mode be 
preferred by the committee, all that the bill ueed pro- 
vide is ‘“That the sum of-——dollars be appropriated -to 
aid in fitting out an expedition to explore the Pacific ocean 
and South seas.” If it be the imtention that the whole 
expense should be borne by government, the bill ought 
to ide ‘*That thé president of the United States be, 

he is hereby, authorized to cause to be fitted out an 
ee to explore the Pacifie ocean and South seas; 
dthat the sum of—dollars be, and the same is here- 
by, appropriated for that object.”” The blank ought to 
be filled with 45,000 or 50,000 dollars.” 


Mr. H. then commented on the resolutions passed by 
the other house, and explained their object. hey pro- 
vided for sending out one of our small vessels, provided 
it could be done without imjury to the public service, and 
without any increase of expenditure: in other words, that 
one of our small cruizing vessels might be detached on 
this service. But the meastwes pursued by the secretary 
were the same as. if the law now before the senate had 
heen passed during the last session. It seemed, the se- 
cretary had considered the resolutions in the light of a 
law, giving him. an unlimited discretion. What had been 
done? Why, the Peacock had been rebuilt, at an ex- 
pene probably exceeding the construction of a sloop of 
war; she had been double timbered, and otherwise fit- 
ted for this particular serviee. A brig had been purchas- 
ed, at an expense of ten thousand dollars, (with the un- 
derstanding, it was true, if the expedition was not sent 
out, she should be taken back by her Owners.) A 
schooner wasalso to be procured, (o serve as a provision 
ship. An agent had been.employed to procure informa- 
tion, at an expense of from five hundred to one thousand 
dollars; and, in addition to the naval officers setected for 
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the service, a stientific corps had been organized; five 
ov six persons, such as an astronomer, a naturalist, draits- 
man, and surveyors, had also been engaged, 


with an historiographer. 








a ane _—— ——_-.- 





history of the expedition, &c. 
The salaries of these officers, we are informed, would 


each average about 1,600 dollars per annum—some eon- | tremely objectionable. 


siderably more, and some less, The mathematical in- 
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this resolution. The merits of the expedition were not 
intended to be now diseussed—but, however important 


ether | it may be considered by some gentlemen, it was lcemed 
One of these was to make ob- | more important not to sanction the measures that had 
servations on our commerce, another was to write the | been pursued in this business. 


For himself he would 
say, that he ‘considered the plan of the ne Appt as dis- 
closed in the letter of the secretary of the navy, as ex- 
Here was a scientific eorps ere- 
ated by the mere will of an executive officer, already se- 


struments had cost about $2,000: in addition to which ex- | lected, and only waiting for the passage of this bill to re- 


tra supplies and provisions wereto be procured, 
were some of the expenditures already contracted for, 
and ineurred, which had been drawn without any lawful 
authority from the =p aero for the navy. 
important to have fill in 


These | ceive their appointments. 


They were toreceive salaries 
of from 1500 dollars to 2 or 3060 dollars, and they were 
to perform duties which would reduce the officers of the 


It. was | navy connected with the expedition to insignificance. “The 
ormation on this subject; a dc- | observations—commercial, astronomical, and scientific 





tailed statement was required of al] the actual expen- |—were all to be made and reported to government by 


ditures which had been made, of the items of which it 


{these gentlemen, and one of thenr was finally to write 


consisted, as well as the whole aniount, and of what | and publish the history of the voyage. What, he would 


would yet be required to cover the whole expenses of 


the expedition? ‘The importance of the exploring expe- 
dition was nothing, in comparison with the question— 


‘usk, was to be left to the naval officers? ‘They were 
merely to command the sailors, and to navigate. the 
ships. ‘The-eaptain (as gallant and intelligent am officer 


(one of the most important that could be discussed )—of | as any in the serviee,) was to:incur all the responsibility, 


the power assumed by the executive to transfer, at plea- 
sure, appropriations made by Jaw to certain objects, to 
anoth 
rou ss. iow far congress would subsequently eane- 
tion, and_thereby legalize such a practice, was a very im- 
portant question: We require, before making our appro- 
priations for the naval service of the yeur, that the esti- 
mates shall be submitted to us, down to the smallest 
contingency: «nd yet these might always be diverted to 
other objects. re Paige 

With regard to this south polar expedition, he repeat- 
ed, there was no law to sanction it. Yet the whole coun- 
try had been led to believe there was such a law, and the 
department had transferred, at pleasurc, uppropriations 
made by law, to other objects, to fitting out a magnificent 
expedition. He would call the attention of the scnate to 
another view of the subject. It was impossible the pub- 
Tic should ever know how much this expedition would 
cost, without calling for this information. He would ven- 
ture the assertion that, instead of 50,000 dollars, it would 
eost nearer half a million. He had a statement before 
himi—it had been made hastily, and was only un esti- 
mate, he admitted—but he believed it was sufficiently 


accurate at least to serve the purposes of illustration, so | 


as to put this matter ina proper light. First, the Pea- 
cock had been rebuilt—at what cost he did not know—- 
but most probably at an increased cost over an ordinary 
sloop of war. Taka, the Boston sloop, which was built 
at one of the cheapest yards in the country, as an exam- 
ple: she cost the government 96,000 dollars—the Pca- 
cock might perhaps be put down at a hundred thonsand, 
when fitted out, and fully prepared tor sea. A brig had 
been purcliased at 10,000 dottars, and would protapty ie- 
quire 5,000 dollars for repairs, and as much more to fit 
her properly for the expedition. The provision ship, 
probably 20,000 dollars. The sceretary of the navy es- 
timates her ut 15,000 dollars—making 135,000 doliars. 
The agent, 1,000 dollars; instruments, 2,000 dollars; 


contingencies, 10,000 dollars. ‘Then come the provisions | 


| without ‘sharing in the honor that might be acquired. 
‘If it should be the opinion of the senate that this bill 


erand distinct object, not having the -sauctien of | ought to pass, and the expedition is to be how sent out 


} tor the eredit of che 710017, Ne should endeavour to have 
| it put on a better footing: the officers. of the navy, as it 

was at present organized, were to be mere navigators; 
| this did not meet his approbation; he would have: them 
jat the head of the expedition, and the scientific corps 
| should be their mere agents and instruments. Tovthe 
| navy should belong the glory of the enterprise, ifany 
glory was to be acquired in it. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported the bill to authorize a subscription’ of 
stock in the Washington turnpike road company, with- 
out amendment. 

The bill for the gradual increase of. the corps of en- 
gineers, and for other purposes, was read the second time 
and referred, 

The chair communicated a report from the secreta- 
ry of war, transmitting an abstract of the general anaual 
returns of (he militia of the United States, their arms, ac- 
coutrements, &e. : which was read. ; 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business, and sat: with 
| closed doors until half past three o’clock ; when they 
} Adjourned to Monday. 

{| ebruary 9. Myr. Chandler presented the petition of 
\John Baker, praying for the protection of the United 
| States. 

The chair communicated the resignation of Mr. Dick- 
. erson of his present place in the senate, and presented his 
ercdentianls ae-senator from the state of New Jersey, in 
the place of Mr. Buteman, deceased. Mr. Dickerson 
was then qualified, and took his seat. 


The chair also communicated a letter from the govern- 
or of Mississippi, giving notice of the election of Thomas 
B. Reed to the seat at present oceupied by Mr. Williams. 





and support of these vesscla at sea—ordinary sloops of | Che chair communicated a letter from the commis- 


) 


war required, he Lelieved, ubout 49,000 doliars per an- 
num-—schooners, «bout 20,000 dollars—say for the threé 
vessels employed, 80,000 dollars—contingencies 10,000 
dollars—inaking 100,000 dollars in round numbers, per 
annum. It was probabic the expedition would not be 
completed in less than three years, (the seeretary csti- 


sioners of the sinking fund, stating that their proecedings 
sinee the 8th of February, 1828, are contained in the re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury, and that they have 
no further report to make. 

The chair communicated a report from the secretary 
of state, which was not read, and, on motion of M. Nbdle, 





mates two years and a half), making 300,000 dollars. 
Add to this the wear and tear of the vessels, &e. and it | 
would be seen that, before this expedition is completed, | 
the whole expense would probably not fall much shart oi 
half'a million of dollars. ‘True, the bill appropriites but 
50,000 doliurs; but this is an addition to ty has already | 
been expended, and the sums to be hereafter expended, 
out of the navy appropriations. Ife woald net pretend 
this statement was at all accurate, but it was qu te sufii- 
cient to shew that information was wanted from the de- 


partment, that we might form some correct idea of the 


cost to the country of this expedition, in erder to deter- | 
mine if it is worth our while to prosecute jit. 
Mr. H. said, that the committee were influenced by | 


was ordered to be printed. 

The chair communicated a report from the ‘seeretary 
of the war department, shewing the expenditures in that 
departinent for the year 1828. 

‘The chair also communicated the letter of Mr. Fish, 
chairman of a meeting in the eity of New York, enclosing 
resolutions concerning+he transportation of the mails on 
Sanday; which was ordered to be laid on the table, and 
be printed, 

Mr. T'dzewell, from the joint committee appointed to 
aseertain and report a mode of examining the votes for 
president und vice president of the United States, reported 


a resolution similar to that inserted in Saturday’s pro- 
ceedings of the house, which was agreed to, and Mr 


these yiews.in calling for the infermation reqnired by | Tauren 


zowell ehected teller on the part of the senate: 
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Mr. Berrien asked that the committee be discharged} Mr. Drayton, by leave of the house, presemed a me 
from the further-consider:.tion of the memorial of citizens | morial of the South Carolina Canal and Rail Road Com- 
of New Jersey, re: eving the gradual abolition of slavery ny, pray re congress to subscribe for two. thousand 
m the District of Columbia. . | five hundred shares of the capital stock of their compa- 
Mr. . Benton, trom the committee on Indian affairs, | ny. in aft : 
which was ordered to eonsider the present condition of| A bill to repress lotteries in the District of Coluisbia, 
the'fur trade, made a report, accompanied by a bil!; which | waS reported by, Mr. Ingerso/l. read a first and second 
was read, and passec to a second reading. time, aud ordered to be engrossed for a third reading: to- 
It was ordered, on motion of Mr. Benton, that the re-| morrow. r 
ort and the accompanying documents be printe<. Mr. Mercer, tram the committee of foads a canals, 
A resulution from, the house, providing that when the | reported a bill authorizing a subseription to the stock of 
printing of ‘bills is ordered Ly one house, only sufficient| the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company, which 
for the use of that house shall be printed, and that this| was read the first and_second time, and committed to the 
regulation be added to the standing rules, was read and | committee of the whole house on the state of the union. 
adopted. _ Mr. Hamilton, from the committee on retrenchment, 
Mr. Chandler offered the following resolution: reported 4 bill providing for the reduction of the interest 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be | on the United States’ six per cent. stocks, and for the fe- 
requested to lay before the senate copies of all corres-| demption thereot, which was twice read and committed, 
pondence, and communications bearing date from the Mr. McDuffie, from the committce of ways and 
20th October, 1816, to the 24th November, 1817, both! means, reported a bill making additional appropriations 
inclusive, received at the department of state, from the | for the support of the navy of the U.S. tor the year 
American commissioner under the fourth article of the | 1829; which was read the first and second time, and sub- 
treaty of Ghent, relative to the official situation and busi- | mitted to the commiittce of the whole house on the state 
ness of said commission, or such parts thereof as can be| of the anion, 
‘communicated without injury to the public interest. | Mr. McDuffie, from the same committee, also- res 
After the consideration of cxceutive Luainess, the senate | ported «a bill making additional appropriations for the 
adjourned. P ; yayment of revolutionary and other pensioners of the U, 
February 10. The chair submitted a message from | States fae the vear 1829; which was read the first and ses 
the president of the United States, enclosing reports from cond time and committed to the committee of the whole 
the secretaries of the treasury and war departments, | pouse on the state of the union. 
which were not read—and it was ordered that they be| Phe resolution, moved yesterday, by Mr. Ramsey, for 
printed, . . ‘the prmiimg of 6000 copies of the report made in the 
Mr. Hendricks \aid before the senate the following re=| genaie on the opening aad transportation of the mail on 
solution of the state of Indiana: ‘the Sabbath, coming up as the unfinished business of 
Resolved, By. the general assembly of the state of In-| yesterday morning, Mr. Jb eems concluded his regierks 
diana, that this state, being a sovereign, trex and inde-! i, fayor of its atoption, and then moved that it be laid a, 
pendent state, has the exelusive right to the soil and emi- | 4h, table—agreed to. 


nent domain of all the unappropriated Jands within her Mr: Ki ) : ; 
; NES 2 Orepar > ‘esolution; whi 
acknowledged boundaries; winie right was reserved for | orward moved the following resolution; ry 
was read, and-laid on the table: 


her by the state of Virginia, in the deed of cession of the | _ , ‘ " 
northwestern territory to the United States, being con- | Be o-argerns dl aie . aepticas me ti gto € the 
firmed and established by the articles of confederacy and | 1 Peas santo. : Oe ee eee 
the constitution of the United States | national armories, and which has been expended at Har- 
That our senators in congress be instructed, and our per’s - Ferry, has been applied ‘(aithfully ‘and advan- 
representatives requested, to use every exertion in their tageously for the public interest; and that said eommite 
power, by reason and argument to dues the United teu: Rete pewer Senet eevee aay Peuee 
’ 5 , ; re nike’) On motion of Mr. McDuffie, the committee on ways 


States to. acknowledge this vested right of the state, and | : : . ve 
a i ri 1€ Sitti 
place her upon an equal footing with the original states, = Obtalnes Leave to RR durmg the thle aye 


in every respect whatever, as well in factas in name. 

That his excellency the governor be requested to trans- | The resolution offered by Mr. Taylor, proposing to 
mit a copy of this resolution to cach of our senators and ) amend the joint rules of the two houses, in relation to the 
representatives in eongiess, and to each of their excel- printing of bills, was.redd the third time, passed, and 
Icncies the governors of cach of the following states, | sent to the senate for concurrence. 
to wit: Ohio, IHinois, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana| The house agreed to take up Mr. Smyth’s amendment 
und Alabama, requesting them to lay it before the lgie | to tho eemetitutsom vf the U, States, offered sometime 
latures of thew respective states fur consideration, and re- | since, ayes 96, noes 87. Mr, Smyth then offered the fol- 
questing them to adopt similar measures, if they should | lowing amendment and asked the yeasand nays—strike 
think it expedient. out the whole of the amendment and insert. Fe 

After several committees had made reports, Mr. Smith,| _ ‘‘No person who shall have been elected -president: of 
of South Carolina, presented the protest of the legisla-| the United States shall be again eligible to that office.” -. 
ture of that state against the oyeration of the tariff, The speaker said the amendment would be received, 
which after some remarks by Messrs. Simth, Hayne and} but as the hour had elapsed, it would lie on the table 
Dickerson, was ordered to be printed. Sce page 308. | till to-morrw. 

A number of private bills received from the house were} The engrossed bill to repeal the tonnage duties upon 
ordered to be engrossed, when on motion of Mr. T'aze-\ ships and vessels of the United States, and upon cer- 
well, the senate adjourned until to-morrow at 11 v’clock. | tain foreign vessels, having been read the third time, and 

Feb. 11. A good deal of minor or preparatory business | the question being on its passage, ) : 
was attended to, among which— Mr. Moore, of Alabama, demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and| when they were ordered by the house. | 
eanals, made a report, accompanied by a bill authorising Mr. /[Viiliams moved to recommit the bill to the com. 
a subs¢ription to the stock of the Baltimore and Ohio rail | mittee of ways and means, with instructions to add a 
road company. Read and passed toa second reading. | elause remitting the duty on salt, and on this question 

The senate, headed by their president, proceeded to| he demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. Bartlett. now 
the house of representatives to assist in counting the} moved the previous questions; but the house refused 
votes for president and vice president of the U. S.; and,| to sustain the call—ayes 78—noes 84. Mr. Long now 
having retarned to their chamber, appointed Mr. Taze-{ moved to amend the instructions of the committee, by 
well, as their committce, to notify ANpnew Jackson of] adding thereto, alter the word ‘salt,’ the words “and 
his election, &e. molasses;” which was accepted by Mr. /Villiams, as a 
modification of his motion. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. Mr. Kremer suggested to modify the instructions by 

Thursday, Feb. 5. Mr. Dorsey, who had been some-| adding after the .word ‘‘molasses,” the words **sugar, 
lime eonfined by indisposition, appeared and took his| tea, and coffee.” Mr. Willams declining to accept this 
sent. as w modification of his motion, Mr. Aremer moved it as 
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an amendment, and the question being on this amend- 
ment to the amendment, Mr. Gorham made some re- 
marks on the spirit in which the amendments to the bill 
was proposed, and generally in favor of the bill. Mr. 
Hamilton next arose and was followed by Mr. Sergeant 
whe Went into an argument of considerable extent to 
show that the object’ of the bil) was not of a sectional 
character; Mr. P. P. Barbour then addressed the house, 
and asserted that if the shipping interest was in difficulty, 
there were other interests of the country that called still 
more loudly forrelief,and went onto assert that if the 
country was ina state to dispense with a part ofher reven- 
ue, there was nothing which had so justand so strong a 
claim to be relieved from burden as tlie article of galt. He 
concluded his remarks by moving to lay the bill and 
amendments upon the table; and on (his question he de- 
roanded the yeas and ays—they were ordered according- 
ly, and stood as follows! — ; 

YEAS.—Messrs. Addams, Alexander, Robert Allen, 
Alston, Baldwin, John 8. Barbour, P. P. Barbour, Bar- 
low, Barringer, Bassett, Edward Bates, Bell, Blair, Bu- 

» Buck, Chilton, Claiborne, John C, Clark, James 
Clark, Crockett, Culpeper, Daniel, Thomas Dayenport, 
Warren R. Davis, De Graff, Desha, Ear, Floyd of Va. 
Floyd, of Geo: Fry, Gale, Gilmer, Gurley, Hallock, 
Hall, Hapnilty . ‘Busnes. Hinds, Hobbie, Hoffman, 
Holmes, Isaacks, 


ennings, Johns, Keese, Kerr, King, 
Kremer, Lawrence, Lecompte, Lea, Leffler, Letcher, 


Lumpkin, Lyon, Magee, Marable, Martin, Maxwell, 
Maynard, McCoy, McDuffie, M/’Hatton, M’Kean, 
M’Kee, Mercer, John Mitchell, James G. Mitchell, 
Thomas P.. Moore, Gabriel Moore, Muhlenberg, Nuck- 
olis, Orr, Owen, Polk, Rives: Roane R+:; 


Alexan:ley Smyth, Sprige, James S, Stevenson, Steri- 


" ‘Yaber, Thompson, Trezyant, Starling ‘Tucker, 
Weems, Wilde, Ephraim K, Wilson, Wolf, Yancey. 
—92. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Samuel C. Allen, John Anderson, 
Samuel Anderson, Armstrong, Noyes Barber, Barker, 
Barnard, Barney, Bartlett, Bartley, Beecher, Biake, 
Brown, Bryan, Buckner, Burges, Butman, Cambreleng, 
Condict, Conner, Coulter, John Davenport, John Davis, 
Dorsey, Drayton, Dwight, Everett, Fort, Govham, Green, 

»Hodges, Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson; Little, Locke, 
sams DMislleey. Markell, Martindale, Marvin, M’Intire, 
Mc » Merwin, Miner, Newton, O’Brien, Pierce, 
Epeipe, Pierson, Plant, Ramsay, James F. Randolph, 
Reed. Richardson, Ripley, Sergeant, Shepperd, Sinnick- 
son, Sloane, Oliver H. Smith, Sprague, Stanberry, Storrs, 
Stower, whe," Swann, Swift,Sutherland, Taylor, 'Tra- 
ey, Ebenezer Tucker, Turner, Vance, Van Rensselear, 

arnum, Verplank, Vinton, Wales, Ward, Washington, 
Whipple, Whittlesey, Williams, James Wilson, Win- 
gate, Jot J. Wood, Silas Wood, John Woods, Wood- 
eock, Johan C. Wright.—92. 

‘The votes being equally divided, the speaker gave the 
casting vote in the afhrmative. 

So the -bill and amendments were laid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house sundry communica- 
tions, viz: 

I. A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting a 
return of the militia of the United States; read, and 
laid on the table. : 

lI. A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
copies of all such papers as are on file in his department 
touching compacts and agreements between the Creek 
and Cherokee tribes of Indians, on the subject of their 
boun lines, and the correspondence relating thereto, 
as called for on the 14th January last; read, and laid on 
_ the table. 

iff. “A report from the secretary of étate, of the 
fiameés and salaries of his clerks in 1828; laid on the table. 

The house went into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, Mr. Martin in the chair, and resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill forthe preservation and 
repair of the Cumberland road. 

r. Mercer resumed his speech, which had been in- 
terrupted by the rising of the committee yesterday, ant 
continued to speak with great earnestness and animation, 
in support of the bill, until 4 o’clock; When, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Barnard, the committee rose, and the 


house 3 be Mr. Barnard, therefore, has the 
fioor for Monday morning. 


._.-s & 
~~uoStal, oawyer, 


ited i, 


Friday, Feb. 6. Mr, De Graff asked leave of absency 
from the service of the house for Mr. Wright, of New 
York, from yesterday, for the remainder of the session, 
which was granted. 

The hour allotted to resolutions was occupied in con- 
sidering Mr. Smyth’s amendment to the constitution of 
the United States, when its further discussion was sus- 
pended until to-morrow. 

The house agreed to the amendments of the senate to 
the bill providmg for the purchase and distribution of cer. 
tain copies of Gordon’s Digest of the laws of the U. States, 
which, therefore, has passed both houses. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration of pri- 
vate bills, and that for Drayton’s devisees, occasioned a 
renewal of the debate of Friday last—in which Messrs. 
Isacks, Mc Cou, White, Sergeant, Witde, Martin, Gur. 
ley, Weems, Sterigere, Silas Wood, Stevenson, of Pen- 
sylvania, took part. When, after a full discussion, the 
bill was virtually destroyed by a motion of Mr. Gurley, 
to strike out the enacting clause; which prevailing, the bill 
was laid aside—and the committee passed to 

A bill for the relief of Francis Preston, (a relative of 
general Campbell, of the Virginia line, who claims a tract 


of land in Ohio;) the bill was earnestly advocated by Mr. 
Bates, of Missouri. 


Roth bille having been reported, the latter was amend- 
ed by Mr. Smyth, of Virginia, and opposed by Mr. Vin- 
ton. 


After a desultory debate, there being-no quorum Ieft 
in the house. The house adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 7. Mr. Newton, from the commit. 
tee of commerce, reported a bill to authorize the survey- 
o's, under the direction ofthe secretary of the treasu- 
ry, to enroll or license ships or vessels to he employed 
in the coasting trade and fisheries; which was read twice 


and ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Monday. 








| Mr. Drayton, from the committee on military affairs, 
| reported a bill for the protection of the people of Arkan- 

sas, and of the states upon the Indian settlements towards 
Mexico and the Rocky Mountains; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. Hamilton, from the committee on retrenchment, 
reported a bill to abulish the offices of second comptro!- 
ler, and that of one of the auditors of the war depart- 
ment, and to regulate the duties of.certain other offices, 
which was read twice and committed to the committee of 
whole house on the state of the union. 

Mr. FP. P. Barbour, from the joint committee ap- 
pointed to ascertain and report.a mode of examining the 
votes for president and vice presitent of the United 
States, reported, in part, the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the two houses shall assemble in thc 
chamber of the house of representetives, on Wednesday, 
the 11th day of February, 1829, at twelve o’clock; that 
one person be appointed teller on the part of the senate, 
and two persons be appointed tellers on the part of the 
house, to make a list of the votes for president and vicc 
president of the U. States, as they shall be declared; 
that the result shall be delivered to the president of the 
senate, who shall announce to the two houses assembled 
as aforesaid, the state of the vote, and the persons elecct- 
ed, if it shall appear that a choice hath been made, agrec- 
able to the constitution of the United States, which an- 
nuaciation shall be deemed a sufficient declaration of the 
person or persons elected, and, together with a list of 
the votes, shall be entered on the journals of the two 
houses. 


This resolution was read, and concurred in by the 
house. - 


Mr. Barney moved the following resolution, which 
was read and laid on the table one day, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the president of the United be request- 
ed to cause to be furnished tothis-house, any informa- 
tion in his possession, as to the practical operation of the 
recent act of the British parliament, entitled ‘*The cus- 
‘toms amendment act;” authorizing the importation of 
cotton ia British vessels, from their North American co!- 
onies, at a duty of three shillings and six-penee sterling 
per one hundred pounds, less than when imported in ves- 
sels of these United States; also, whether the actual land- 
ing in the ports of said North American colonies of etrch 
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cargoes as may be in transitu from +18 country to Great 


Tuesday, Feb. 10. The following resolution moved 


Britain, is required to entitle th}-™ to the benefit of said} ty Mr. McLean yesterday, and laid on the table; was 
act; and how far this diserir-™ation in favor of their own] read, considered, and agreed to by the house, viz: 


shipping impugns existi-6 treaties purporting to place 


‘* Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 


the carrying trade o!e two nations on terms of mutual} communicate to this house, the report of the persons ap- 


pointed by the président of the United States, to con- 


reci ity. 
The speake- faid before the house a report from the} duct celegations of the Choctaw, Creeks, Cherokees, 


secretary of the navy upon the subject of the navy pen- 


Chickasaws, and other Indian tribes, in their exploration 


sion fund, Which was referred to the committee on naval} of the country west of the Mississippi, without 


affairs - 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war, transmitting a statement of the appro- 
priations for the military service in 1828, shewing the 
amount expended under each specific head, and the 
amount remaining in the treasury atthe close of the year; 
read and referred to the committee on ways and means. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Smyth, of Va. in rela- 
tion to an amendment of the constitution, coming up a8 
the unfinished business of yesterday, Mr. Condict, after 
alluding to the fact of his having presented a memorial 
from a number of his constituents intending to cover the 
same ground, but specifying six instead of four years, 
asked leave to offer an amendmentto the bill giving it 
that shape, when 

The resolution offered by Mr. Burriager appointin 
a day fer the election of a printer. was taken up, pes. 
amended so as to fix upon Tuesday next, at 12 octock, in 
which form it was agreed to. 

Mr. Wilde moved the consideration of a resolution of- 
fered by him some days since, on the. same subject—but 
the house negatived the motion for taking it up by a de- 
cided majority. 

The rest of the day was occupied in the consideration 
of private bills. 

Muchtime wastaken up by the bill for the relief of 
Mr. Preston, which was order to be engrossed. 
76, noes 60. | 

The house then went into committee of the whole on| 
private bills, and after several had passed through com- 
mittee, adjourned at half past 3 o’oclock. 

Monday, Feb. 9. A large number of petitions, me- 
morials, &e. were presented to day. 

After. the reception of reports, &c, the amendment to 
the constitution proposed by Mr. Smyth, of Va. coming 








up again as the unfinished business of yesterday morning, | 


Mr. Sergeant renewed his remarks in opposition to the 
amendment, and continued them until the expiration of 
the hour assigned to reports and resolutions. 
Several resolutions were offered and laid on the table, 
which shall be noticed in their progress. 
Engrossed bills to authorise surveyors, under the di- 
rection of the secretary of the treasury, to enroll and 


Lian 
of the states and territories, under the act raneeoantne 


last session of congress, with any information ip his de- 
partment, shewing the wish of any portion of the In- 
disns to emigrate; and’ what amount of money, in his 
opinion, it will be necessary to appropriate during the pre- 
sent session of congress, to aid them in their removal.” 

The amendment to the constitution proposed by Mr. 
Smyth coming up, once more, asthe unfinished business 
of yesterday—Mr. Sergeunt resumed, and concluded his 
remarks in opposition tothe amendment. Mr. Smyth 
commenced his reply, but had proceeded only a little way 
in his remarks, when they were cut short by the expira- 
tion of the hour assigned to the consideration of reports 
and resolutions. 4 

Twelve o’clock this day having been by resolution as 
the time at whieh the house wouldgo into an election of 
printer, the speaker called un the resolation to that ef- 
tect—which having been reai at the elerk’s table, toge- 
ther with the rale of order on the subject— 

Mr. .Miller nominated Duff Green, and 

Mr. .Mallary nominated Gales and Seaton. 

The ballots were. then collected by the sergeant-at- 
arms, and Méssrs. Miller and Mallary were appointed 
tellers. ' 

Having counted the votes, they reported, that the 
whole number of votes taken was 208, of which 105 


Ayes | were necessary toa choice; and that the vote stood— 


For Duff Green, 107; Gales and Seaton 95; scattering 
6; * so Duff Green was declared to be duly elected printer 
tothe house ef representatives for the next congress. 

After several communications frofm the secretary of 
war, had been disposed of, the house then went into com- 
raittee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. fare 
tin of South Carolina, in the chair, and took up the 
Cumberland road bill. Mr. Bell, who had the floor, 
rose and delivered his sentiments at length against the 
bill, and the whole systern of internal improvement by 
the general government. Mr. B. having concluded— 
Mr. J. S. Barbour moved that the committee rise, which 
was carried; whereupon, the committee rose and the 
house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 11. After the usual morning business, 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolu- 





license wy x and vessels to be employed in the coasting 
trade and fisheries. To amendanact entitled ‘‘an act to 


allow the citizens.of the territory of Michigan, to elect 
the members of their legislative council; and for other 


urposes.”? For the relief of Francis Preston; For the 
indemnity of William Stewart; For the reliei of Ro- 
bertston & Barnwell;_ For the relief of Jeremiah Walk- 
er; were severally read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the senate for concurrence. The bill from the senate 
for the relief of Jacob Rentleman, was read the third 
time, passed, and returned to the senate. 

The house went into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, Mr. Martin in the chair, and took 
up the Cumberland road bill. Mr. Barnard took the 
floor in support of the bill. He was followed. on the 
same side ty Mr. Daniel, who offered the following 
amendment. 

**And be it further enacted, That the amount of the 
two per cent. fund arising from the sales of the public 
lands within the state of Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois, and 
vested, or liable to be vested in this road, be ascertained 
at the treasury, and paid over, with interest thereon, to 
the treasurers of those states respectively. The interest 
to be caleulated from the end of each year after the pay- 
ment into the different land offices; and that a sum oe 
cient to cover the same, be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 

When Mr. Bell moved for the rising of the commit- 
tee, which motion prevailing, the committee rose ac- 
cordingly—and Mr. Bell has the floor for to-morrow. 
The house then adjeurned, 











tion offered by Mr...4. Smyth, amendatory ot the con- 
stitution. 

M...Gmyen, Without going into farther remarks, moved 
the previous question—ayes 60, noes 90. 

Mr. Smyth then moved to postpone the resolution until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Sterigere wished to move to lay the resolution on 
the table, but the motion was not in order. 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, for reasons assigned, and which 
we have not room to notice just now, urged an im mediate 
taking of the question—but the time allowed to the dis- 
cussion expired before any decision was had; ; 

And a message being sent to the senate, and that body 
appearing, the vice president took his seat on the right of 
the speaker—Mr. Tazewell, on the part of the senate, 
and Messrs. Van Rensselaer and P: P. Barbour, on the 
part of the house, having been appointed tellers, the 
votes for president and vice president were examined and 
counted, and the result appeared’as follows: 

For president. 


For Andrew Jackson, 178 

For Jobn Quincy Adams, 83 
For vice president. 

For John C. Calhoun, 171 

For Richard Rush, ~ . 83 

For William Smith, 7 


The vice president then declared the result of the 
election;—that Andrew Jackson is elected president of 





*2 tor Mr. DeKraft, 1 Mr. Kendall, 1 Mr. Carr, and 
2 blanks. : 
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the United States for four years from the 4th of March 
next,,and John C, Cathoun, vice president, for the same 
term. ox 

On motion of Mr. Tazewell, who stated that the se- 
nate had now performed the duties assigned to them, 
the senate then retired to their own chaiber. 

There bemg some clapping in the gallery when the 
reault was declared, the speaker ordered the galleries to 

leared, . 
. Hamilton moved a resolution, 

(The resolution having been subsequently withdrawn, 
it'can only be stuted that it was, in substance, to provide 
for the appointment of a committee on the part of the 
house to notify the personselected of their election.) 

Mr, Storrs asked i the order of the house tor clear- 
ing the galleries should not be enforced, before the house 
proeceded to business. 

The speaker then repeated the order, which was en- 
forced. — . 

Alter some remarks on the etiquette due the occasion, 
the committee that had been appointed to examine the 
votes, was contihued, to notily the persons elected of the 
results just ascertained, &c. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate two hours were spent in the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

In the house of representatives, a committee of two 
members was appoimted to join wih the committee of 
one member of the senate, to wait on general Jackson 
and Mr. Calhoun, aud mferm them of their clection as 
president avd vice presideat. Several bilis were report- 
ed:— 

The house, on motion of Mr. Lawrence, agreed, ayes 
101, noes 72, to consicer a resolution ior discharging the 
committee of the whole from the further consideration of 
que bill for the repair of the Cumberiand road, but be- | 
fore it was disposed of, the hour for the consideration of 
resolutions expired. ‘ihe house’ then went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the’state of the union, and resum- 
ed the consideration of the bill forthe preservation and 
repair of the Curnberland road. Mr. J. S. Barbour, 
Mr. Storrs, Mr. P. P. Barbour, Mr. Buchanan, and 
Mr. Kremer, then severally addressed the committee. 
"The vote was then taken on the arncndment moved by 
Mr. Vance, relative to the repayment of the money ad- 
vanced from thie 2 per cent. fund, which was negatived. 
The question was then taken on the amendirent of Mr. 
Buchanan, to cede the road to the states, and decided in 
the negative—ayes66,noes76. Mr. Gorham then mov- 
ed to amend the bill, by striking out the orignal bill, after 
the enacting words, and substituting a bill simply appro- 
priating 100,000 dollars for the repair ot the road, to be 
expended under the direction of the president of the 
United States. A motion made by Mr. amsty  atnena 
the bill, so asto increase the rate of tolls, was then nega- 
tived; and the eommittee rose and reported the bill to the 
house. Mr. Buchanan then renewed his amendment, 
and Mr. Ramsay renewed his proposition to amend; and 
the house then adjourned. 





POLITICS OF 1808. 

Correspondence of certain citizens of Mussachusetts and 
John Quincy Adame, esquire, president of the United 
Statee, concerning the charge of a design to dissolve 
the union in 1808. 

Boston, November 26, 1828. 

TO THE HONORABLE JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
Sir,—The undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, re- 
siding in Boston ani its vicinity, take the liberty of ad- 
dressing you on the subject of a statement published in 
the National Intelligencer of the 21st of October, and 
on purports to have been communicated or authorised 
y you.* 

; in that statement, after speaking of those individuals in 

this state, whom the writer designates as ‘‘certain leaders 

of the party which had the management of tke state legis- 
lature in their hands” in the year 1808, and saying that in 
the event of a civil war, he (Mr. Adams) ‘had no doubt 
the leaders of the party would-secure the co-operation 


eo 








*For the statement, see page 137. 
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with them of Great Yritain,” it is added, ‘that their ob- 
jeet was and had been tow geyeral ears, a dissolution of 
the union, and the establisivant ofa separate confedera- 


tion, he knew from unequivoes cyidenee, although not 
proveable in a ecurt of law.” ' 


This, sir, is not the expression of ai.qyinion as to the 
natnre and tendency of the measures at tli. cine publicly 
adopted, or proposed, by the party prevailingsy the state 
of Massachusetts. Every citizen was at liberi, to form 
his own opinions on that subject;.and we cheerfulhhy sub- 
mit the propriety of those measures to the judgment of 
an impartial posterity... But the sentence which we have 
quoted contains the assertion of a distmct fact, as one 
within your own knowledge. We are not permitted to 
consider it as the ungu«rded expression of irritated feel- 
ings, hastily uttered at the time of great political excite- 
ment.—Twenty years have elapsed since this charge was 
first made, in private correspondence with certain mem- 
bers of congress; and it is mew deliberately repeated, and 
brought before the public under the sanction of your 
name, a$ being founced on unequivocal evidence, within 
your knowledge. 


We do not claim for ourselves, nor even for those de- 
ceased friends, whose representatives join in this address, 
the title of leaders of any party-in Massachusetts; but 
we were associated im.politice.with the party prevailing 
here at the period referred to in the statement avove 
mentioned; some of us concurred in all the measures 
adopted by that party; and we all warmly approved and 
supported those measures. Many of our associates who 
still survive, are dispersed throughout Massachusetts and 
Maine, and could not easily be convened to join us on the 
present oceasion. We trust, however, that you will not 
question our right, if not for ourselves alone, at least in 
behali of the highty valued friends with whom we acted 
at that time, and ospecially of thosé of them who are now 
deceased), respetiully toask from you such a full and pre- 
cise statement ot the facts and evidence rclating to this 
aceusation, as may enable us fairly to meet and auswer it. 

‘The object of this letter therefore is, to request you 
to state, 

First, Who are the persons, designated as leaders of 
the party prevailing in Massachusetts in the year 1808, 
whose object, you assert, was and had been for several 
years, a dissolution of the union, and the establishment 
of a separate contederation? and 

Secondly, The whole-evidence on which that charge is 
founded. 

It is admitted in the statement.of the charge, that it is 
not proveable ina court of law, and of course that you 
are not in possession of any legal evidence by which to 
maintain it. The evidence however must have been such 
as in your opinion would have been pronoaneed unequivo- 
eal by upright and honorable men of discriminating minds; 
and —o may eortainly expect irom your sense of justice 
and self-respect a full disclosure of all that you possess. 

A charge of this nature, coming as it does from the 
first magistrate of the nation, acquires an importance 
which we cannot affect to disregard; and it is one which 
we ought not to leave unanswered, We are therefore 
constrained, by a regard to our deceased friends and to 
our posterity, as well as by a sense of what is duc to our 
own honor, most solemnly to declare, that we have never 
known nor suspected that-the party which prevailed in 
Massachusetts in the year 1808, or any other party in this 
state, ever entertained the design to protuce a dissolution 
of the union, or the establishment of a separate confeder- 
ation. Itis impossible for us in any other manner to re- 
fute, or even to answer this charge, until we see it fully 
and particularly stated, and know the evidence by which 
it is to be maintained. 


The undersigned think it duc to themselves, to add, 
that in making this application to you, they have no de- 
sign nor wish to produce an effect on any political party 
or question whatever. Neither is it their purpose to en- 
ter into a vindication or discussion of the measures pub- 
licly adopted and avowed by the persons against whom 
the ubove charge hasbeen made, Gur. sole object is to 
draw forth all the evidence on which that charge is found- 
ed, in order thatthe public may jucge of its application 
and its weight.. We are sir, with due respect, your obe- 








dient servants, 
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H. G. Otis, Israel Thorndike, T. H. Per- 
kins, Wm. Prescott, Daniel Sargent, John 
Lowell, Wm.~ Sullivan, Charles Jackson, 
Warren Dutton, Benj. Pickman, Hen 
Cabot, (son of the late George Cabot, ) 
C. Parsons, (son of Theophilus Parsons, 
esq. deceased), Franklin Dexter, (son of 
the late Samuel Dexter. ) 


(Signed by) 


Mr. ADAMS’ REPLY TO THE PRECEDING LETTER. 
Washington, With December, 1828. 


Messrs. H, G, Otis, Israe] Thorndike, T. H. Perkins, 
William Prescott, Daniel Sargent, John Lowell, Wil- 
liam Sullivan, Charles Jackson, Warren Dutton, Ben- 
pes Pickman, Henry Cabot, C. C. Parsons and 

ranklin Dexter— — 


——-  -—_—__-— -- 















Your avowed object is controversy. You call tee ¢ 
precise state of fucts and evidence, not affecting, so fat 
as you know, any one of you, but to enable you fairly td 
meet and answer ~ - 

And you demane 

1. Who are the persons designated as Icaders of the 
party prevailing in Massachusetis iu the year 1808, whose 
ohject I. assert was, and had been, for several years, @ 
dissolution of the union, and the establishment: of a se- 
parate confederacy? and a? 

2. The whole evidence, on whie 

d. 
q You observe that it is admitted, in the staternent of the 
charge, that it is not proveable in a court of law; arr 
your inference is, that Lam of course hot in ossesstort of 
any legal evidence, by which to maintain it. ¥ét you 
eall upon mé to name the persons affected by the charge; 


h that charge is founds 





GENTLEMEN,—I have received your letter of the 26th 


dship, has survived all the bitterness of political dis- 
sension, it would have afforded me pleasure to answer 
with explicitness and candor not only those persons, but 
each and every one of you, upon thé only questions in 


relation to the subject matter of your letter, which as 
men or as citizens I can acknowledge yous right ta ack, 


namely whether the interrogator was himself one of the 
persons, intended by me in the extract which you have 
given, from a statemeut authorized by me and published 
in the National Intelligencer of 21st October last. 

Had you or either of you, thought proper to ask me 
this question, it would have been more satisfactory to 


me to receive the inquiry separately from each individual, | 


than array ed in solid phalanx, each responsible not only 
for himself but for all the others. The reasons for this 
must be so obvious to persons of your intelligence, that } 
trust you will spare me the pain of detailing them. 

But, gentlemen, this is not all.” You undertake your 
inquisition, not in your names alone; but as the represen- 
tatives of a great and powerful party, dispersed through- 
out the states of Massuchusetts and Maine: A_ party 
commanding, at the time to which your inquiries refer, a 
devoted majority in the legislature of the then united 
commonwealth; and even now, if judged of by the char- 
acter of its volunteer delegation, of great influence and 
respectability. 

I cannot recognize you, on this occasion, as the repre- 
sentatives of that purty, for two reasons-—first, because 
you have neither produced your credentials for present- 
ing yourselves as their champions: nor assigned satisfac- 
tory reasons for presenting yourselyes without them. 
But, secondly, and chiefly, because your introduction of 
that party into this question is entirely gratuitous. Your 
solemn declaration that you do not know that the federal 
or any other party; at the time to wie: my statement 
refers, intended to preduce the dissolution of the union, 
and the formation of a new confederacy, does not take 
the issue, which your own statement of my charge (as 
you are pleased to cousider it) had tendered. ‘The statc- 
ment authorized by me, spoke, not of the federal party, 
but of certain leaders of that party. In my own letters 
to the members of congress, who did me the honor at 
that agonizing crisis to our national union, of soliciting 
my confidential opifions upon measures under delibera- 
tion, l expressly acquitted the great body of the federal 
party, not ouly of participating in the secret (designs of 
those leaders, but even of being privy to or believing in 
their existence. I now cheerfully repeat that declaration. 
I well know that the party were ndt prepared for that 
convulsion, to which the measures and designs of their 
leaders were instigating them; and my extreme anxiety 
for the substitution of the non-intercourse for the em- 
bargo arose from the eminent danger, that the continu- 
ance and enforcement of thisJatter measure would pro- 
mote the views of those leaders, Ly goading the majority 
of the people and of the legislature to the pitch of phy- 
sical resistance, by state authority, against the execution 
of the laws of the union; the only effectual means by 
whieh the union could be dissolved. Your modesty has 
prone you to disclaim the character of leaders of the 

ederal party at that time. If 1 am to consider this as 
more than a mere disavowal of form, | mast say that the 
charge, which [ lament to see has ‘excited so much of 
your sensibility, had no reference to any of you. 


Pin : timate deeply stigmatising upon those 
ult. and recognizing among the signatures to it, names of | parm yak) qunilinanie py ee 
s for whom a long and on my part uninterrupted | P - 


' gentlemen, induces me to rem 





































































and you permit yourselves to remind mé; that 
justice and self-respect oblige me to dis- 
ido possess. My sense of justice to you, 
ark, that I leave your self- 
respect to the moral influences of your own minds, 
without presuming to measure it by the dictation of mines 

Suppose, then, that in compliance with your call, I 
should tume one,two or three persons, as intended to bé 
included im the charge. Suppose neither of those aes 
sons to be one of you. You however, have, given them 
notice, that [have no evidence against them, by which 
the charge is ‘ete in a court of law—and you know 
that I, as well as yourselves, am amenable to the laws 
of the Jand.—Does your self-respect convince you that 
| the persons so named, if guilty, would furnish the evi- 
| dence against themselves, which they have been notified 
that 1 do not possess? Are you sure that the correspon- 
dence, which would prove their guilt, may not in the 
lapse of twenty-five years have been committed to the 
flames? Inthese days of failing and of treacherous mem- 
ories, may they not have forgotton that any such cor- 
respondence ever existed? And have you any guaran- 
tee to offer, that I should not be called by a sammons 
more imperative than yours, to produce in the temple of 
justice the proof which you “say I have not, or be brand- 
ed for «foul and malignan: slanderer of spotless and per- 
secuted virtue? Is it not besides imaginable that persons 
may exist, who though twenty-five years since driven in 
the desparation of disappointment, to the meditation and 
preparation of measures tending to the dissolution of the 
union, perceived afterwards the error of their ways, and 
would now gladly wash: out from thcir own memories 
their participation in projects, apon which the stamp of 
indelible reprobation has past? Is it not possible that 
some of the conspirators have been called to aecount be- 
fore a higher then an earth'y tribunal for all the good and | 
evil of their lives; afd whose reputations might now suf- | 
fer neeclessly by the disclosare of their names? I put it 
these cases to you, gentlemen, as possible, to show you § 
that neither my. sense of justice nor my self-respect does 
require of me to produce the evidence for which you call, 5 
or to disclose the names of persors, for. whom you have | 
and can have no right to speak. 


my sense of 
elose ull that 








These considcrations appear indeed to meso forcible 
that it is not without surprise, that I am compelled tot 
believe they hadescaped your observation. leannot be-e 
lieve of any of youthat which lam sure never entered) 
the hearts of some of you, that you should have selects 
ed the present moment, for the-purpose of drawing m@& 
into acontroyersy not only with yourselves, but wit 
others, you know not whom—of docins me to the de 
nouncement of names, which twenty years since I de 
clined committing to the ear of confidential friendship! 
und (o the production of evidence which, though periec 
ly satisfactory tomy own mind, and perfegtly competer 
for the foundation of honest and patriotic public conduct 
was adequate in a court of law neithcr to the convictiog 
of the guilty, nor the justification of the accuser, and s€ 
explicitly pronounced by my self. 

You say that you have’ no design nor wish to produc 
an effect on any political party or question whatever, 
nor to enter into a vindication of the measures public 
adopted and avowed by the persons, against whom 

above charge has been made. But can you believe thi 
this subject could be discussed between :ou and me, 
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yor propose, when calling n me for a statement, with 
<ne avowed intention of retntiong it, and not coe an 
effecton any political pariy or question? ith regard 
to the public measures of those times und the succeeding, 
which you declare to have had your sanction and appro- 
bation, it needs no disclosure now, that.a radical and irre- 
concileable. difference_of opinion between most of your- 
selvesand me existed. And can you suppose that in dis- 
closing names and stating facts, known perhaps only to 


mysell, I could consent to separate them from those pub- 
lic measures 


Iso deeply lamented? Must your own defence against 
these charge : ~ 


sforeyer rest exclusively upon.a solemn pro- 
testation against the natural inference from the irresisti- 
ble tendency of action. to the secret. intent of the actor? 
That a statesman who believes in human virtue should 
be so slow to draw this inference against such solemn as- 
severations, | readily admit: but for the regulation of the 
conduct of human life, the rules of evidence are widely 
different from those, whieh receive or exelude testimony 
in a court of law. Even there, you know, that violent 
presumption is equivalent, in cases affecting life itself, to 
positive proof; and in a succession of political measures 
through a series of years, all tending to the same result, 
there is an internal evidence, against which mere denial, 
however solemn, can scarce 

the charity, that believeth al) things. 

Let me add that the statenient-authorized by me, as 
published in the National Intelligencer; was made, not 
only without the intention, but without the most distant 
imagitation of offending you or of injarmg any oie of you. 
But on the contrary, for the purpose of expressly disa- 
vowing a charge, which was before the public, sanctioned 
with the name of the late Mr. Jefferson, imputiug to cer- 
tain citizens of Massachusetts, treasonable negociations 
with the British government during the war, and ex- 
pressly stating that he had received imformation of this 
FROM ME, On the publication of this letter, I deemed it 
indispensably due to myself, and to all the citizens of 
Massachusetts, not only to deny having ever given such 
information, but all knowledge of such a fact. And the 
more 60, because that letter had been published, though 
without my knowledge, yet I was well assured, from 
motives of justice and kindness to me. It contained a 
declaration by Mr. Jefferson himself, frank, explicit and 
true, of the character of the motives of my conduct, in 
all the transactions of my intercourse with him, durin 
the period of the embargo. This wasa point upon which 
his memory could not deceive him, a point upon which 
he was the best of witnesses; and his testimony was the 
more decisive because given at a moment, as it would 
seem, of great excitement against me upon different views 
of public policy even then in conflict and producing great 
exacerbation in hig mind. The letter contained also 

narrative of a personal interview between himself and 
me, in March, 1808, and stated that I had then given 
him information of facts, which mduced him to consent 
4 to the substitution of the non-intercourse for the embargo; 
/ and also that I had apprized him of this treasonable ne- 

ciation by citizens of Massachnsetts, to secede from 
union during the war, and perhaps rejoin after the 
peace, Now tlie substitution of the non-intercourse for 
the embargo, took place twelve months after this inter- 
| view, and at a succeeding session of congress, when I 
was not even a member of that body. The negociation 
or seceding from the univa with a view to rejoin it after- 
ards, if it ever existed, must have been during the war. 
EI had no knowledge of such negociation, or even of such 
design. I could therefore have given no such informa- 
on. 
But in giving an unqualified denial to this statement of 
Mr. Jefferson, and in showing that upon the face of the 
iter itself it could not be correct, it was due to him to 
hew, that the misstatement on his part was not iften- 
jonal; that it arose from an infirmity of memory, which 
pe’ letter itself candidly acknowledged; that it blended 
bgether in one indistinet mass, the information which I 
given him in Mrrch, 1808, with the purport of con- 
Jential letters, which I had written to his and my friends 
congress a year afier, and with events, projects, and 
} haps Mere suspicions, natural enough as consequen- 
es of the preceding times, but which occurred, if at all, 
Jom three to six years later, and of whieh he could not 


which you so cordially approved and which | 


claim the credence even of) J 


| 











have had information from me. The simple fact of 
which I apprized Mr. Jefferson was, that, in the summer 
of 1807, about the time of what was sometimes called the 
affair of the Leopard and the Chesapeake, f[ had seen a 
letter from the governor of Nova Scotia to a person in 
Massachusetts, affirming that the British government 
had eértain. information of a plan by that of France, to 
en me the British possessions and effect a revolution in 
the United States, by means of a war between them and 
Great Britain. As the United. States and Great Britain 
were in 1807 at peace, a correspondence with the gover- 
nor of Nova Scotia, held by any citizen of the United 
States, imported no violation of law; nor could the cor- 
respondent be responsible fer any thing which the gov- 
ernor might write. But my inferences’ from this fact 
were, that there existed between the British government 
and the party in-Massachusetts opposed to Mr, Jeffer- 
son, a channel of communication through the governor 
of Nova Scotia, which he was exercising to inflame their 
hatred against France and their jealousies against their 
own government. The letter was not to any leader of 
the federal party; but I had’ no.doubt it had been shewn 
to mi of them, as it had been to me without injanc- 
tion of secrecy; and, as I supposed, with a view to con- 
vince me that this conse! Pferweth Napoleon and Mr. 
Jefferson really existed. ow that channel of commu. 
nication might be further used, was matter of conjecture; 
for the mission of Mr. John Henry wasnine months after 
my interview with Mr. Jefferson, and precisely -at the 
time when I was writing to my friends in congress. the 
ictiers urging the substitution of the non-intereourse for 
the embargo. , Of Mr. Henry’s mission I knew nothing 
till it was disclosed by himself in 1812. 

It was in these letters of 1808 and 1809, that | men- 
tioned the design of certain leaders of the federal | 
to effect a dissolution of the union, and the establishment 
of a northern.confederacy. ‘This design had been form- 
ed, in the winter of 1803 and 4, immediately after, and 
as a consequence of the acquisition of Louisiana, Its 
justifying causes to those who entertained it were, that 
the annexation of Louisiana to the union transcended the 
constitutional powers of the government of the United 
Siates.. That it formed in Bet a new confederacy to 
which the states, united by the former compact, were not 
bound to adhere. That it was oppressive to the interests 
and destructive to the influence of the northern seetion 
of the confederacy, whose ripht and duty it therefore was 
to secede from the néw body politic, and to constitute 
one of their own. _This plan was so far matured, that 
the proposal had been made to an individual to permit 


himself, at the proper time, to be placed at the head of 


the military movements, which it was foreseen would 
necessary for carrying it into execution. In all this there 
was no overt act of treason. In the abstract theory of 
our government the obedience of the citizen is not due 
to an unconstitational law. He may lawfully resist its 
execution. If a single individual undertakes this resist- 
ance, our constitutions, both of the United States, and of 
each separate state, have provided a judiciary power, 
judges and juries, to decide between the individual a 
the legislative act, which he has resisted as unconstitu- 
tional. But let us suppose the case that legislative acts 
of one or more states of this union are past, conniotng, 
with acts of congress, and commanding the resistance 0 
their citizens against them, and what else can be the re- 
sult but war,—civil war? and is not that de facto, a dis- 
solution of the union, so far as the resisting, states are 
concerned? and what would be the condition of every 
citizen in the resisting states? Bound by the double 
duty of allegiance to the union, and to the state, he 
would be erushed between the upper and the neither 
milistone, with the performance of every civic duty 
converted into a crime, and guilty of treason, by every 
act of ohedience to the law. ; 
That the power of annexing Louisiane to this union 
had not been delegated to congress, by the constitution 
of the United States, was my own opinion; and it isrecord- 
ed upon the journals of the senate, of which 1 was then 
amember. But far from thinking the act itself a jus- 
tifying cause for secession-from the union, I regarded 
it’ as one of the happiest events which had occurred 
since the adoption of the constitution. I regretted that 
an accidental illness in my family, which detained me 
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on my way to W on to take my seat in the se- 
na Teprived me of. power of voting for the rati- 
fi of the treaties, by which the cession was se- 
eured. I arrived at Washington on the fourth day of 
the session of congress, and on entering the city, passed 
by the se of the senate, who was going from 
the capitol to the president’s house, with the advice 
and consent of that body to the ratification, » 

[took my seat in the senate the next day. Bills were 
immediately b ht into ss making appropriations 
to the amount of fifteen millions of dollars for carrying 
the convention into effect, and for enabling the president 
to take possession of the ceded territory. ‘These mea- 
sures were opposed by all the members of the senate, 
who had voted against the ratifications of the conventions. 
‘They were warmly and cordially supported by me. I had 
no doubt of the constitutional power to make the treaties. | 
{t is expressly delegated in the constitution. The power 
of making the stipulated payment for the cession, and of 
taking possession of the ceded territory, was equally un- 

uestioned by me;—they were constructive powers, but I 
ought them fairly incidental, and fesabentife consequent 
upon the power fo make the treaty. But the power of 
annexing the inhabitants of Louisiana to the union, of con- 
ferring upon them in a mass, all the righis, and requirin 
of them all the duties of citizens of the United States, it 
poared te mc had NOL BEEN Ueleyated to onngreae by 
the people of the union, and could not have been dele- 
ted by them, without the consent of the people of Lou- 
isiana themselves. I thought npr required an amcndment 
to the constitution, anda vote of the people of Louisiana; 
and I offered to the senate resolutions for carrying both 
those measures into effect, which were rejected. 

It has been recently ascertained, by a letter from Mr. 
Jefferson to Mr. Dunbar, written in July, 1803, after he 
had received the treaties, and convened congress to con- 
sider them, that, in his opinion, the treaties could not be 
carried into effect without an amendment to the constitu- 
tion: and that the proposal for such an amendment would 
be the first measure adopted by them, at their meeting. 
Yet Mr. Jefferson, president of the United States, did 
approve the acts of congress, assuming the power which 
he had so recently thought not delegated to them, and as 
the executive of the union carried them into execution. 

Thus Mr. Jefferson, president of the United States, 
the federa] members of congress, wlio opposed and voted 
against the ratification of the treaties, and myself, all con- 
eurred in the opinion, that the Louisiana cession treaties 
transcended the constitutional powers of the government 

of the United States. But it was, after all a question of 
constructive power. The power of making the treaty 
was win ges: | given without limitation. The sweeping 
clause, by which all powers, necessary and proper for 
carrying into effect those expressly delegated, may be un- 
derstood as unlimited. It is to be presumed, that when 
Mr. Jefferson approved and executed the acts of congross, 
assuming the doubtful power, he had brought his mind to 
acquiesce in this somewhat latitudinarian construction. I 
opposed it as long and as far as my opposition could avail. 
I acquiesced in it, after it had received the sanction of all 


the organized authority of the union, and the tacit aequi- 

ple of the United States and of Louisi- 
ana. Since which time, so far as this precedent goes, and 
no farther, I have considered the question as irrevocably 


escence of the 


settled. 


But, in reverting to the fundamental principle of al) our 
constitutions, that obedience is mot duc to an unconstitu- 
tional law, and that its execution may be lawfully resisted, 

ou muet admit that had the laws of congress for annex- 
ing Louisiana to the union been resisted, by the authority 
one or more states of the then existing confederacy, as 
unconstitutional, that resistance might have been carried 
to the extent of dissolving the union, and of forming a 
new confederacy; and that if the consequences of the ces- 
sion had been so oppressive upon New England and the 
north, as was apprehended by the federal ieaders, to 
whose conduct at that time all these observations refer, 
the project which they did then form of severing the 
union, and establishing a northern confederacy would in 
oe of the abstract principle to the existing 
state of thing In their views, 
therefore, I impute to them nothing which it could be ne- 


y 
0 


s have been justifiable. 


oo 


s hu 


exposition of the justifying causes of that project, a 
heard them detailed at the time. 

had gone to the length of fixing 
for its exeeution; and although the cirey«nstances of the 
times never admitted of its execution, dor even of its full 
developement, I had yet no Goubdt, in 1808 and 1809, and 
have no doubt at this time, that it is the key to all the 


es were distinctly and explicitly avowed, eight years 
rwards, by my excellent friend, Mr. Quincy, in his 
the admission of Louisiana, as a state, into 


eunion. ‘Whether he iad any knowledge of the prac- 


tical project of 1803 and 4, [ know not; but the argument 
of his speech, in which he referred to my recorded opin- 


ions upon the * constitutional power, was an eloque¢ 
p ional po > Mr a 
That project. 7 t, 


apon a péfitary leader 


movements of these leaders of the federal party in 
ew England, from that time forward, till ite final 


catastrophe in the Hartford Convention. 


Gentlemen, { observe among the signers of your let- 
ter, the names of two members of that convention, to- 
gether with that of the son of its ra a ete will 
not understand me as affirming, that either of you was 
privy to this plan of military execution, in 1804, That 
may be known to yourselves and-not to me. A fetter of 
your first signer, recently published, has disclosed the 


g | fact, that he, although the putative was not the real fa- 


ther of the Hartford Convention. ' As he, who has hi- 


theowt- ajoged anviestiud the honors, is now, disnosed.ta 
bestow upon others the shame of its paternity, may not 


the ostensible and the real character of other incidents 
attending it, be alike diversified, so that the main and 
ultimate object: of that assembly, though beaming in 
splendor from its acts, was yet in dim eclipse to the 
vision of its most distinguished members? 

However this may be, it was this project of 1803 and 
4, which, from thetime when I first took my seat im the 
senate of the United States, alienated me from the se- 
eret councils of those leaders of the federal party. I 
was neyer intimatedinthem. I approved and supported 
the acquisition of Louisiana; and trom the first moment 
that the project of separation was made known to me, I 
opposed to it a deterrained and inflexible resistance. 

t is well known to some of you, gentlemen, that the 
cession of Lonisiana was not the first occasion upon which 
my duty to my country prescribed to me a course of con- 
duct different from that which would bave been dictated 
to me by the leaders and the spirit of party. . More than 
one of you was present at a meeting of members of the 
Massachusetts legisiature, on the 27th of May, 1802, the 
day after I first took my seat as a member of that legis- 
lature. A proposal then made by me, to admit to the 
council of the coinmonwealth, a proportion representa- 
tion of the minority as it existed in the two houses, has, 
I trast, not been forgotten. It was the first act of my 
legislative life, and it marked the principle by which my 
whole publis career has been governed from that day to 
this. y proposal was unsuccessful, and perhaps it 
forfeited whatever confidence might have been otherwise 
bestewed upon me as a party follower. My conduct in 
the senate of the United States, with regard to the Loui- 
siana cession, was not more acccptable to the leaders of 
the federal party, and some of you may perhaps remem- 
ber that it was not suffered to pass without notice or cen 
sure, in the public federal journals of the time. 

With regard to the project of a separate northern con- 
federacy, formed in the winter of 1803 and 4, in conses 
quence of the Louisiana cession, it is not tone that you 
must apply for sy of the correspondence in whieh it 
was contamed. ‘To that and to every other project of 
disanion, { have been constantly opposed. My principles 
do not adsait the right even of the people, still less of the 
legislature of any one state in the union, to secede at 
pleasure from the union. No provision is madé-tor the 
exercise of this right, either by the federal or any of the 
state constitutions. The act of exercising it, presupposes 
adeparture from the principle of compact and a resort 
to that of force. 

Ii, in the exercise of their respective functions, the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial authorities of the union on 
one side, and of one or more states on the other, are 
brought into direct collision with each other; the relations 
between tLe parties are no longer those of constitutional 





cessary for them to disavow; and, accordingly, these prin- 


; 





right, but of mdependent force, Each party construes 
the ecmmon compact for itself. The constructions arc 
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irreconciliable together. “There is no umpire between 
and the appeal is to. the sword, the ultimate arbi- 

ter of right between independent states, but not betwecn 
the rs of one body politic. [therefore hold it as 
a iple without exception, that whenever the consti- 
Mee pena gg ofa state, authorize ppaineree ep any. 
sf congress, or pronounce it unconstitutional, they do 
thereby declare omerives and their state guoad hoe out 
of the palesf the union. That there is no supposatle 
case in which tne people of a state might place themselves 
in this attitude, by the primitive right of insurrection 
against oppression, f will not affirm: but they have dele-: 
‘ne such power tw their legislatures or their judges; 

and if there be such & right, it is the right of an individual 
to commit suicide the right of an inhabitant of a populous 
city to set fire to his own dwelling-house. These are 
my views; But to those who think that each state is a 
sovercign judge, not only of its own rights, but of the 
extent of powers conferred upon the general government 
he people of the whole union; and. that each state, 
giving its own construction to the constitutional powers of 
congress, may array its separate sovereignty against every 
act of that body transcendmg this estimate of their pow- 
ers—to say of men holding these principles, that, for the 
ten years from 1804 to 1814, they were intending a dissolu- 


ion of the union, and the fornation of anew confederacy, 
Wem with awiung mure an with acting up 


to their prmeiples. 

To the purposes of party leadvrs intending to accom- 
plish the dissolution of the union and a new confederacy, 
two postulates are necessary. First an act or acts of con- 
gress, which may be resisted, as wnconstiutional; and, 
secondly, a state of excitement among the people of ont 
er more states of the union suffiviently inflamed, to pro- 
duce acts of the state legislatures, conflicting with the acts 
of congress. Resolutions of the legislatures deny ing the 
powers of congress, are tie first steps im this march to 
disunion; but they avail nothing, without subsequent and 
corresponding action. The annexation of Louisiana to 
the uvion was believed to be unconstitutional, but it pro- 
duced no excitement to resistance among the peopie. [ts 
beneficial consequences to the whole umon were soon 
felt, and took away all possibility of holdings it up as the | 
Jabarum of a poiitical religion ot disunion. ‘The project- 
ed separation met with other disasters and slumbered, 
till the attack of the Leopard on the Chesapexke, tollow- 
ed by the orders.in council of 11th Nevember, 1807, led 
to the embargo of the 22d December of that y ear.—The 
first of these events brought the nation to the brink of 
war with Great Britaiy; and there is good reason to be- 
lieve that the second was intended as a measure familiar 
tothe policy of that government to sweep our commerce 
from the ocean, carrying into British ports every vessel 
of ours navigating upon the seas, and holding them, their 
cargoes, and their crews in scquestralion, to eidim the 
n iation of Mr. Rose, and bring us to the terms of the 
British cabinet. ©“ This was precisely the period, at which 
the govenor of Nova Scotia was giving to-his correspond- 

ent in Massachusetts, the friendly warning from the 
British government of the revolutionizing and conquer- 
ing plan cf France, which was communicated to: me and 
of which I apprized Mr, Jefferson. The embargo, in 





best days. 
among his father’s papers. He may believe me that it is 
uevertheless true. 


~~ ~ Dre ee eee 
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themselves habitually xequitted these charged with the 
violation of that law. There was little doubt that if the 
question of constitutionality had been brought before the 
state judiciary -of Massachusetts, the decision of the 
court would have been against the law. ‘The first pos- 
tulate for the projectors of disunion, was thus secured, 
The seond still lingered; tor the people, notwithstand- 
ing their excitement, still elung to the union, and the 
tederal majority in the legislature was very small. Then 
was brought forward the first project for a convention of 
delegates from the New Englanil states to meet in Con- 
necticut, and then was the ume, at which | urged with 
so much earnestness, by letters to my friends at Wash- 
ington the substitution of the non-intercourse for the em- 
bargo. 

‘The non-intereonse was substituted. The arrmge- 
ment wit!) Mr, Erskine soon afterwards-ensued; and in 
August, 1809, | embarked upon a public mission to Rus- 
sia. My, absence from the United States. was of eight 
years’ duration, and I returned to.take charge of the dc- 
partment of state in 1817. ’ 

The rupture of Mr. Erskine’s arrangement, the abor- 
tive mission of Mr. Jackson, the disclosures of Mr. Joho 
Henry, the war with Great Britain, the opinion of the 
judges of the supreme court of Massachusetts, that by 


the constitution ot. the DUnired Gtuteo, mo. BOWEL Was. given 
vimerto the president orto congress, to determine the 


actual existence of the exigencies, upon which the militia 
of the several statcs may be employed m the service of 
the United States, and the Hartford convention, all hap- 
pened durvig my absence from this country. 1 forbear 
to pursue the narrative. he two postalates for disun- 
ion were nearly consumimated. ‘Tlic interposition of a 
kind Providence, restoring peace to our country and to 
the world, averted the most deplorable of. catastrophes, 
and turning over to the receptable -of things lost upon 
earth, the adjourned convenuon from Hartford to Bos- 
ton, extinguished (by the merey of heaven, may it be 
forever!) the projected New-England confederacy. 
Gentlemen, i have waved every scruple, perhaps even 
the propricties of my situalon, to give you this answer, 
m consideration of that. long and sincere friendship for 
some of you, which can cease to beat-only with the last 
pulsation of my heart. Bul cannot consent to a contro- 
versy with you, Here, if you please, let our joint cor- 
respondence rest. 1 willanswer for the public eye, or 
for the private ear, at his option, either of you, speak- 
ing for himself upon any question which. he may justly 
deem necessary, for the vindication of his own reputation. 
But Lean recognise among you no representative charac- 
ters. Justly appreciating the filial piety of those who 
have signed your Ictter in behelf of their deceased sires, 
[ have no reasun to believe that either of those. parents 
would have authorised the demand of names, or the cal) 
for evidence which you have made. With the father of 
your last signer, I had, in the year 1809; one or. morc 
intimately confidential conversations on this very subject, 
which Lhave flattered myselt, and still believe, were not 
without their mfluence upon. the eonduet of his last. and 
His son may have’ found no traces of this 





the mean time had been laid, and had saved most of our 
vessels-and seamen from the grasp of the British eru- | 
vers, It had rendered impotent the British orders in | 
council; but at. the same time, it had choaked up the 





channels.of our own commerce. <A& its Operation bore 


It is not improbable that at some future day, a sense of 


solemn duty to my country, may require of me to dis- 
close the evidence which i 

you eal, 
own judgement, and it may be delayed till 1 myself shad! 


do possess, and for which 
But of that day the selection must be at my 


with heavy pressure upon the commerce and navigation} have gone to answer for the testimony I may. bear, before 


of the north, the federal leaders soon began to clamour 
against it;then to denounec it-as unconstitutional; and 
thento call upon the commercial states to concert measures | 
among themsclyvyes, to resist its execution. 
made of the constitutionslity of the embargo, ‘only pro- | 
ved, that in times of violent popular excitement, the | 





the tribunal of your God and mine. 


Should a dssclosurc 


of names even then be made by me, it will, if possible, be 


made with such reserve, as tenderness to the feelings of - 
The question | the living, and to the families and friends of the dea! 


may admonish. 


But no array of numbers or of power shall “draw me 


clearest delegation of a power to congress will no more | toa disclosure, which I deem premature, or deter mc 
shield the cxercise of it from a charge of asurpation, | from making it, when my seuse of duty shall sound thc 


than that of'a power the most remote implied or-construc- | call, 


tive, ‘Fhe question of the coustiutionality of the em- 


Tn the meati time, witha sentiment of affectionate ani 


bargo was solemnly argueil before the distriet court of | unabated regard for some, and of respect forall. of you, 
the United States at Salem; sand although. the decision of! permit me.to subseribe myself, 


the Judge was in its fayor, it continued to be arguetl to | 
the juries; and even when silenced betore them, was in| 
fhe distemper of the times so infectious that the juries 


Your friend, and fellow. citizen, 
IOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
( To be continecd. ) 
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